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LIBYAN-TUNISIAN AFFAIRS SHOW SIGNS OF IMPROVEMENT 
Parie AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 29 Dec 80-4 Jan 81 p 15 


[Text] Tunisian-Libyan relations have begun to improve after last month's crisis. 

An official diplomatic source confirmed to AL -NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-~DUWALI what was 
broadcast in Libya about an invitation extended by the Tunisian Foreign Ministry to 
Dr ‘Abd-al-Salam al-Turayki, secretary of the Libyan Foreign Ministry, to visit 
Tunis--an invitation arising out of the conviction of official Tunisian circles that 
any direct contact will lead to positive results for relations between the two 
countries. 


This relaxation of tensions between Tunis and Tripoli comes after intense discussions 
undertaken by the Libyan charge d'affaires in Tunis with officials in the Tunisian 
Foreign Ministry. These occurred after the Tunisian Government had delivered two 
weeks earlier a memorandum to the World Court in the Hague responding to the Libyan 
viewpoint which had been transmitted in a Memorandum of the Tripoli Government. 


The two regimes previously presented their viewpoints on the point of contention 
over the continental shelf in the Gulf of Qabis in two memoranda which they sent to 
the International Court of Justice last May 30. 


On the occasion of the Arab information ministers’ conference held two weeks ago in 
Tunis, the Tunisian minister, al-Tahir Belkhoja met with his Libyan counterpart. 
They agreed to step up meetings and talks between officials of the two regimes after 
the Libyan foreign minister's visit to Tunis. 


The new rapprochement between Tunis and Tripoli has arrested the tension noticed 

recently which showed up in reports published by the Tunisian Foreign Ministry on 
18 November 1980, that Libyan troops were massing on the Tunisian border and that 
Libyan army patrols had more than once penetrated into Tunisian territory. 


On another matter, sources in the Arab League affirmed to AL-NAHAR AL~‘ARABI WA 
AL-DUWALI that it was Chadli Klibi, secretary general of the Arab League, who had 
helped to achieve this new rapprochement by his efforts to straighten out the current 
Arab situation. It appears that the rapprochement between the two countries is 
likely to come about. This is shown through three new indicators that emerged last 
week, They are: 

















1) Most of the members of the Tunisian parliament during Foreign Ministry budget 
discussione called for settlement of differences with Libya and restoration of 
relations to their normal state on clear bases. 


2) The end of the internal struggle in Chad, which in recent months had contributed 
more than any other factor to troubled relations as a result of the position the 
Tunisian government took in opposition to the Libyan support for the central regime 
in Chad, 


3) The Franco-Libyan rapprochement that had begun with the visit to Paris of Ahmad 
al-Shahati, the chief of the Bureau of Foreign Liaison in the General People's 
Congress. After his talks with Francois—Poncet he announced that relations between 
Paris and Tripoli were moving in a positive direction. 


Accordingly, all the internal and external indicators point to a normalization in 
relations between both countries, Al-Turayki's expected visit to Tunis will be a 
decisive factor in this course if both sides can arrive at practical solutions to 
the comple, problems that still exist between them. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PROGRESS OF SAWR REVOLUTION OUTLINED 


East Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK in German Vol 25 No 11, Nov 80 pp 60-69 signed 
to press 30 Sep 80 


[Article by Ernst-Otto Schwabe and Egmund Junge: “Afghanistan in the Struggle 
for Social Progress") 


(Text] To land at Kabul is not very easy even for experienced pilots. Enormous 
rock massifs surround the city, which is concentrated within a relatively 
confined space. So that airplanes, especially large ones, have to touch down 
almost in a nose-dive onto the rather cramped airfield situated at the edge of 
the city. Barren, rugged mountains like those around Kabul--at the most, relieved 
here and there by bleak highland steppes--are also just about the only thing 
which the traveler has seen on his flight into the Afghan metropolis, no matter 
whether he is coming from Teheran, Delhi, or Tash*ken.: He has spotted neither 
railway lines nor freeways nor broad, navigable .ivers, and aside from a few 
towns only the small scattered settlements, all of which seem to be clinging 
somehow to cliffs, are indicative of human life. Thus, even before one has set 
foot on Afghan soil at all, cr. can sense how extremely difficult it must be 

to expose this country to the modern age and to progress. 


Nevertheless, the suit of armor which nature has drawn around this country has 
never been able to protect it from imperialist adventurers--its geographic and 

at the same time strategic position as a kind of pivotal area between Europe, 

the Middle East, and Southeast Asia again and again has had an enormous attraction 
for them. In the last century, it was British imperialism above all which the 
Afghans had to ward off. Although in two different wars (1838-1840 and 1878-1880) 
they put up a courageous resistance to the British invaders, nevertheless in 1880 
they had to submit to some measure of control by London over their foreign policy. 


Not unt/l 1919 could Afghanistan finally achieve its full national independence, 
under the young “reform” king Amanullah, owing not least to the Great Socialist 
October Revolution in Russia, which had created new and more favorable conditions 
for the national liberation struggle in Asia. From the very beginning, the young 
Soviet power pursued a good-neighbor policy toward Afghanistan. It was the first 
to recognize that country's independence, and it annulled all the inequitable 
treaties concluded by czarist Russia. In 1921, the two states signed a friendship 
treaty, which was followed in 1926 by a neutrality and ncnaggression pact. 

Despite difficulties of its own, the northern neighbor cave extensive aid right 
from the initial years. With Soviet support, over 100 orojects have been realized 
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in all, including such economically important ones as the fertilizer combine near 
Mazar-i-Sharif, the home-building and bread-making combines in Kabul, and 
hydroelectric power plants. Important deposits of natural gas and other natural 
resources were developed, and thousands of Afghan specialists have been trained 
in the Soviet Union. 


Such a development of relations over a period of 60 years has proved to be 
extremely beneficial to both countries.* With a steadfast partner behind it, 
Afghanistan also found it easier to successfully ward off the schemes of various 
imperialist powers aimed at subjugating the country directly or indirectly. 

In the 1930's and 1940's, it was Nazi Germany above all which sought to turn 
Afghanistan into a base for its anti-Soviet war plans as well as into a deployment 
center in its designs on the then British colony of India. Following World War II, 
German imperialism was superseded largely by that of the United States, which 
sought to include this country in its imperialist system of bases and pacts and 

in this way endangered anew that country's national independence--and these 
aggressive machinations were joined to an increasing degree in the 1960's by those 
of the Peking hegemonists. 


In a conversation with us, Babrak Karmal explained how much danger to the national 
existence of the country had arisen at the end of 1979 because of such plans: 


"Afghanistan was to either vanish altogether from the map or be subordinated to 
the control of various countries. Thus, for example, the eastern and southern 
regions of our country, where Pashtuns live above all, were to be annexed to 
Pakistan, and the northern parts of the country were to go to China. In Kabul 
itself, a terroristic regime was to be established under the leadership of Amin 
or of another power-hungary upstart, who would be directly or indirectly guided 
by the CIA. Thus Afghanistan was threatened seriously from two sides--from 
within by Amin, who had thousands of patriots murdered, and from outside by 
schemes of aggression, which placed in jeopardy the national independence, 
territorial integrity, and sovereignty of Afghanistan.” 


If one spends some time in Kabul or anywhere else in this country and compares 

his experiences with reports from there made by imperialist mass media, he can 
draw only one of two conclusions: Either there are two entirely different Kabuls 
(and Afghanistans), or else all these reports are made up from beginning to end. 
Since the first supposition is obviously merely hypothetical, surely only the 
second can furnish the explanation for the contradiction. In fact, the frustration 
of the plans the imperialists and hegemonists had concerning Afghanistan has led 
to a hitherto possibly unprecedented campaign of slander against this country 

and its friends, above all the Soviet Union. Fuel is being added to this campaign 
continuously by using all the resources of the modern art of manipulation. That 
which is concocted in these “reports” amounts to offenses which even in Western 
countries--if things were really done there in accordance with constitutional 
rules--would have to be liable to criminal prosecution. No doubt in the ,crtinent 
editorial rooms they are also gambling that in any case the vast majority of 
people cannot check out these cooked-up "eyewitness reports." 





*See S. Quilitzsch, "The Soviet Union and Afghanistan: Six Decades of Good- 
neighbor Relations," DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK, Berlin, 1980, Vol 7, p 27 f. 
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We as true eyewitnesses cen report, for example, that neither at the Kabul 
airfield nor anywhere else in the city does one see the "Soviet tank columns" 

or "troop concentrations" which are so readily and frequently cated. Order in 
the streets is maintained by Afghans alone, and no more people in uniform are seen 
than in any Western capital. The “large-scale operations" of the so-called 
"freedom-fighters" or "resistance fighters" in and around Kabul which Western 
sources report time and again are things which are happening only ir the imagina- 
tion of the counter-revolutionaries--for months now, they have not been able any 
longer to engage in any united military action. Nevertheless, in various parts 
of the country pillaging and murders have occurred and are still occurring. 

But so far, these so-called freedom fighters, who have hopelessly fallen out 

with each other, have been unable to set up any appearance of unity. 


Even in the bazaars, where ostensibly disturbances routinely occur, life is going 
on in a quite normal fashion. There is an ample supply of goods from all over 
the world--and although many of these goods doubtlessly have not arrived there 

in an entirely legal way, surely that as well is part of a proper bazaar. 


In short, the present situation in Afghanistan presents itself to the foreign 
visitor as follows: Whereas the basic problem of the revolution of 27 April 1978 
(according to the Afghan calendar, 7 Sawr/April/1357, therefore also called the 
"Sawr" Revolution)--the establishment of a people's democracy--is settled 
unalterably, it is quite certain that considerable difficulties will still have 
to be overcome for the realization of its goals in a variety of fields, and 

many of these difficulties will need considerable time yet for their solution. 


The April Revolution was an anti-imperialist, antifeudalist, and national-democratic 
revolution. It was sustained by broad masses of working people under the leader- 
ship of the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, even though the immediate 
overthrow of the corrupt Daud regime was the work of progressively minded units 

of the Afghan army. As a result, the power passed over from a small privileged 
upper class of feudal lords, agent and middleman bourgeoisie, and high-level 
officials into the hands of revolutionary-democratic forces, and the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan was established. 


The revolution had to set about solving its extensive problems from a very 
unfavorable starting point. According to U. N. data of 1977, Afghanistan ranked 
as one of the most backward countries in the world. The gross national product 
per capita of the population was less than $100. (With this and all further 
figures, it will have to be taken into consideration that although there are 
scarcely any truly reliable statistical data on Afghanistan up co now, the trend 
of what data we do have nevertheless is endowed with a certain informative value). 
The very external appearance of Kabul and other cities shows that its industry 
consists chiefly of small and ultra-small enterprises. There is practically 

no infrastructure--the sight from the airplane has not been deceptive by any means. 


The overwhelming majority of the population was scraping along in extreme poverty, 
debtor's servitude, and feudal dependence, and work was done with extremely 
primitive tools of production. The illiteracy rate amounted to almost 90 percent, 
about 1.5 million children of school age were not able to attend school, and for 
the (estimated) 14 million inhabitants there were only about 800 doctors. 

















Social relationships in the countryside, where about 85 percent of the inhabitants 
live, proved to be especially thorny as regards the implementation of revolutionary 
changes. Before 1978, a small group of big landowners possessed over half of 

the total agriculturally utilizable area. Over against these was a large body 

of owners of small and very small properties who farmed only up to 2 hectares of 
land. At least a third of the rural population was completely landless and, as 
tenant farmers or farmhands, was absolutely at the mercy of the feudal upper class. 
The large landowners and tribal leaders not only exploited the rural population 
economically, but took advantage as well of their economic dependence, ignorance, 
and conformity to traditional ways of life to enslave them spiritually as well, 

to force them into absolute serfdom. 


Of course, under such conditions it was and is extraordinarily difficult to 
put into effect the program of far-reaching socio-economic changes proclaimed 
by the new people's democracy, especially since fuel was and is being added to 
the opposition of the internal reactionary element by forces on the outside. 


For the leading organs of the revolution, to a crucial degree the realization of 
their goals is a question of the cadres, and naturally there is a considerable 
shortage of these in every field. Unofficially one hears that the People's 
Democratic Party now numbers 120,000 members. Be that as it may, at any rate 
forces of the old regime can be found still in many important positions--for 
example, in banks--and such forces are carrying out their functions in a slipshod 


fashion, where no © ~ the boundaries between ill will and inability are fluid. 
Of course, for a con’: isive assessment of the present situation we would have 
to thoroughly analyze «cher certain specific phenomena which can be mentioned 


here only in passing--such as the extremely broad diffusion of their religion 
(Islam) in a very primitive form, the existence of a variety of nationalities 
with quite different ways of life, the lack of a standardized national language, 
the preservation of medieval traditions such as the vendetta, and so forth and 
so on--all of them realities which, given the present concrete conditions of 
social conflict in Afghanistan, furnish many points of contact to the counter- 
revolution. 


Finally, for any evaluation to be at least somewhat well-balanced, two more 
subjective factors must be taken into account by all means. For one thing, 

the People's Democratic Party established in 1965 has been split practically 
into two wings over »y far the greater part of its existence--wings which 
according to their respective organs are called the "Parcham" and "Khalq" factions. 
Even though unity was formally restored about a year before the revolution, and 
although from top to bottom this unity is encouraged strongly over and over by 
the new leadership around Babrak Karmal, in talks with many party members one 
occasionally cannot help feeling that their thinking aloag the lines of 
affiliation with this or that wing has not automatically ceased. For another 
thing, the crimes of the clique around Hafizullah Amin, which increasingly 
distorted the goals of the April Revolution, have aggravated enormously the 
already complicated situation in the party and in the country--even beyond 

27 December 1979. Not only have true champions of the revolution directly 
fallen victims, but also many potential confederates who were not able to see 
through the machinations of this clique have been discouraged from making an 
active commitment to the cause of the revolution. And as is known, once it is 
shaken trust cannot be restored overnight. 
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Although not even 4 year has passed since a new and second stage of the April 
Revolution began with the overthrow of Amin, even now every unbiased visitor 

to Afghanistan can satisfy himself thet significant changes have occurred, 

The consolidation of the democratic foundations of the state is quite apparent. 
Pollowing a period of unlawfulness, of despotiem and terroriem, and of mutual 
mistrust such as was found in the Amin period, clearly in evidence today is the 
effort of the new leadership to include all social forces in the revolutionary 
reconstruction work, At all times one can observe how leading party and 
governmental functionaries=-quite often Babrak Karmal personally~--meet together 
with representatives of a great variety of population groups, with representatives 
of the tribes, with clergymen, laborers, farmers, members of the armed services, 
teachers, businesemen, merchants, and so forth. Perseveringly and patiently, an 
attempt is made to explain the programs for all sorte of sectors as well as 
specific concrete measures to mobilize the population for the sake of their 
implementation, and to remove etill existing prejudices against the power of 

the state. Social organizations, such as the trade unions, the youth association, 
and the women's association, have stepped up their activity, and others~~<for 
example, the teachers’ association or the association of journaliste--have been 
newly founded or reorganized. 


An essential basis for this “battle for minds” is formed by the “Fundamental 
Principles of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan,” the provisional 
constitution of the country, which were adopted in April 1980. Here, comprehen- 
sible and understandable to 411 classes of society, the chief goals and main 
principles of the new State have been embodied and formulated so that everybody 
can examine them. More and more people who had fallen under the influence 

of feudal serfdom or even--because they were repelled by the methods of Amin's 
rule--had gone into the army of the counter-revolution--are returning to 
peaceful work in their traditional home districts. 


Tt has been widely realized by now that the new people's democracy has no 
thoughts of revenge against former refugees, but rather guarantees to them 
all rights, inclusive of their right to land and the return of the private and 
personal property confiscated under Amin--except, of course, where counter- 
revolutionaries who have been guilty of serious crimes are concerned. Moreover, 
back in the first weeks and months of this year, the country's new leadership 
had introduced various urgent measures for immediately alleviating the 
burdensome economic and social situation of millions of people, within the 
limits of the existing possibilities. These measures include, among others, 
those for improving the supply of basic foodstuffs and mass consumer goods, 

of drinking water and housing, protecting the life of the people as well as 
safequarding trouble-free traffic on the roads from attacks by counter- 
revolutionary gangs, granting additional relief to inhabitants of especially 
underdeveloped and distressed regions, and so forth. 


At the present stage f Afghanistan's development, what is at stake besides the 

consolidation of the democratic foundations of the State is above all to deepen 

the socio-economic reorganization of society, to build up a productive national 

economy, as well as to develop a democratic educational system, with overcoming 

illiteracy being first in priority. This is mirrored as well in the l-year plan 
of socio-economic development (March 1980-March 1981), which not only is in line 
with the long-range goals of the April Revolution but also takes into account 
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the immediate needs of the society. In view of the prevailing circumstances, 
the development of agriculture occupies a special place in this plan, 


Following the April Revolution and especially in its second stage, the people's 
democracy made fundamental alterations in the agricultural sector. The rural 
population was delivered from an oppressive debtor's servitude, the ownership 
of land was restricted, and surplus land was seised and given over free to 
farmers who had little or no land. According to data from the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land Reform, in the first phase of land distribution almost 
300,000 farmers received more than 665,000 hectares of land formerly held by 
estate owners. Nevertheless, according to conservative estimates there are 
still about 100,000 to 150,000 farmers without any land at all. In the second 
phase of land reform, land is to be distributed to these farmers as well. 


Agriculture is faced with the task of raising production to such an extent that 
an adequate supply of foodstuffs to the population can be ensured, the needs of 
industry for agricultural raw materials can be met, and a growing contribution 
to exports can be made, 


However, in this connection it must be kept in mind that agriculture in Afghanistan 
finds itself confronted with extremely harsh natural conditions. The alpine 
exposure of most parts of the country (for example, Kabul lies at an elevation 

of about 1,800 meters) is just as disadvantageous to the growth of many crops 

as the climate with its extremely hot summers and cold winters. Many of the 
steppes are rather like deserts, in which dust devils suddenly whirl up and 

not infrequently grow into sandstorms which penetrate everything. The nationwide 
shortage of water necessitates a nomadic way of life for a considerable portion 
(estimated at about } million) of the rural population, and in their constant 
search for pastures for their cattle these people have to traverse hundreds of 
kilometers of often almost impassable highland steppes, with this entailing also 
random crossings over national boundaries (such nomads are then lumped together 
with the “refugees” by the imperialist mass media). 


The government is giving extensive aid and relief to the village population: 
Soil-improvement projects are being carried out at an accelerated pace, seed 
and fertilizer are being made available, and increased wholesale prices--for 
example, for raw cotton and sugar beets (20 and 30 percent)--are to stimulate 
a rise in production. The State is giving special support to the newly formed 
cooperatives, the number of which is to be increased this year to 2,550. 





With Soviet support, agricultural machinery centers are now being built in 
various provinces, and these are at the disposal of the state farms, cooperatives, 
and individual farmers on easy terms. In view of the level of development of 

the country's productive forces, this is @ measure of great consequence, which 
will decisively alter the village scene in the long run. 


For industry, the l-year plan provides for a growth rate of 11.6 percent in terms 
of value. This is certainly an ambitious goal if one considers that the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan [DRA] is essentially still at the beginning of its 
industrialization. But if one takes a look around enterprises and speaks with 
working people, he can quite underst. 4 the optimism. Work is going forward 





at a speedy pace, with its organisation provided by the party together with 

the enterprise managements, the trade unions, and other social organisations. 
Voluntary labor duties and commitments to enterprise competitions are no longer 
a rarity. 


Certainly the country as 4 whole still gives an impression of poverty, although 
nobody is dying of hunger any longer, for example--something which indeed is 

not as yet a foregone conclusion at present in large sections of Asia. But 
Afghanistan has a great future economically--for example, its mountains and steppes 
hold large amounts of raw materials. The natural-gas fields in the north of the 
country are the first harbingers of future riches. Deposits which have been 
developed with Soviet aid are already contributing to its power production as 

well as to nitrogenous fertiliser production. Work toward the use of this gas 

in other industries ise well under way. 


Also impressive are the efforts being made in the sector of housing construction, 
hitherto unheard-of in this country. For example in Parwan Mena, about 10 kilo- 
meters north of downtown Kabul, an enormous complex of new residences is being 
built at the present time. Its builders proudly point out that in 4 to 5 years, 
about 30,000 residents will live here in modern dwellings. Businesses, schools, 
kindergartens, a hospital, and a mosque are included in the plan. 


Great importance is being given to cooperation with the nation's private 
contractors and craftemen, to whom the DRA is granting assured prospects within 
the framework of the overall national development. Thus, under the chairmanship 
of the premier an economic advisory board has been created which has as its 
members representatives of the government and the nation's business circles. 

Ite task will be to debate all planned government measures which concern the 
development of industry, trade, the transportation and credit systems, and 

so forth. 


Directly connected with the plans for social and economic development is the 
creation of a democratic educational system, and above all the vanquishing of 
illiteracy. It is not coincidental that the counter-revolution is increasingly 
aiming ite actions against this aspect of the policy of the new people's 
democracy, since in the long run this will be what decisively helps bring about 
a crushing of the disastrous influence of the former exploiters and an educating 
of the people to be purposeful creators of a new society. In 1979 alone, more 
than 1,000 schools were destroyed by counter-revolutionaries, more than could be 
built in the period since the April Revolution. These people are on a full-blown 
hunt for those teachers who bring knowledge into the most remote regions of the 
country. Even gas grenades “made in USA” have been used against schoolchildren 
and teachers, in order to provoke unrest, to sabotage teaching, and to 
slanderously taint the country's government. 


In Afghanistan today, the elimination of illiteracy is not only an affair of the 
teachers and the responsible functionaries. All circles of the population which 
have an education are also participating in this: Intellectuals, clergymen, 
students, and secondary-school pupils. Besides general school education, adult 
education is also playing 4 great role. It is planned that this year about 
500,000 people will take reading courses. Work is especially intensive along 
these lines in the army as well as in the women's and youth organizations. 
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In order to give material support to the nationwide educational system, the 
revolution is making great efforts to build a dense network of public libraries 
and to improve the supply of schebl books and political, technical, and 
belletristic literature, 


Socialist states, including the GDR, are rendering valuable help to the friendly 
Afghan people in this area as well. Por example, in Kabul 4 modern printing 
house is being built at present with aid from the GDR as 4 gesture of solidarity~-- 
& present to the People's Democratic Party and a symbol, as it were, of the firm 
sOlidarity which the GDR has for the Afghan people. iIneidentally, it will be 

the first enterprise in Afghanistan to have an in-house nursery school. This is 
something quite new in thie fellow socialist country, and surely it will soon 
become the accepted thing. 


In the foreign-policy sector especially, the malcontents from Washington to Peking 
are leaving no stone unturned in trying to disparage the new Afghanistan. As is 
known, even the United Nations is being misused for that purpose. 


In talke with official Kabul circles on this subject, on the one hand it is 
Observed with satisfaction that the number of those countries which have let 
themselves be roped into the anti-Afghanistan conspiracy has become smaller. 

On the other hand, it is pointed out that there are still various nations which 
really ought not to be expected to take a hostile attitude toward a progressive 
development in Afghanistan. On the whole it is thought that the “policy of 
patience” which is being pursued toward such states, particularly those from 
the movement of non-aligned countries, will certainly lead to further successes. 


In Kabul, the restoration of peace and the normalization of the situation in this 
region are described as the chief task of foreign policy. At the same time, this 
is the precondition for being able to engage ail its energies in solving the 
great problems facing the country. Accordingly, in ite entire practical 
foreign-policy activity the DRA is being quided by the principles of peaceful 
coexistence, active and positive neutrality, and international solidarity. 

On this basis, it is striving to work together with ali peace-loving states 

and to make its constructive contribution to the solution of the chief issues 

of our times. 


The DRA objects very strongly to all attempts to exploit the temporary presence 
of a limited Soviet contingent of troops in Afghanistan as a pretext for weakening 
the role and position of the Democratic Republic within the movement of non-aligned 
states. The presence of this contingent .s entirely in keeping with the treaty 
concluded at the end of 1978 between the USSR and the DRA on friendship, good- 
neighbor relations, and cooperation, as well as with Article 51 of the U. N. 
Charter, which provides for all states an inalienable right to individual or 
collective self-defense in case of aggression. “The only task,” declared 

L. I. Brezhnev in an interview for PRAVDA, “which the Soviet contingents face 

is to support the Afghans in repelling aggression coming from the outside. These 
contingents will be withdrawn completely from Afghanistan as soon as the reasons 
are gone which prompted the Afghan leadership to ask for their intervention.” 

As is known, certain troop units whose stay in Afghanistan was no longer needed 
were already taken out of that country last summer. 
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That the imperialists and hegemonists are not at all interested in a constructive 
solution to the problems existing in this region is evident not least from their 
attempts to avoid an objective debate on the program for a political settlement 
which was proposed by the DRA on 14 May 1980, The government of this country 
had made, among other things, 4 seven-point proposal on entering into bilateral 
Afghan-Pakistani and Afgqhan-Iranian negotiations on the normalization of 
relations and the drafting of bilateral agreements based on the principles of 
good neighborliness and cooperation. The government of the DRA is assuming 

in this connection that such agreements will include concrete commitments on 
not allowing any kind of military actions or any other hostile acts against 

one another. 


In the opinion of the Afghan government, besides these bilateral agreements 
another integral component of any political settlement would have to be 
corresponding international quarantees which could be given by the USSR and 

the United States, among others. In this connection, the United States has been 
asked, among other things, to make a definite commitment to refrain from engaging 
in any kind of subversive activity against Afghanistan, including from the 
territory of third countries. “The cessation and quaranteed nonresumption of 
military invasion and every other type of intervention into the internal 

affaires of Afghanistan” would create favorable preconditions for arriving at 

a solution concerning the question of the continued presence of Soviet troops 

in Afghanistan, it was stated in this constructive document. 


Of course, one has to wonder why the United States and other countries which 

keep speaking of an “unresolved Afghanistan question”"--which ostensibly is tainting 
international relations--are not even willing to examine these proposals more 
closely, even though this would not obligate them to anything at all as yet. 

In view of such an attitude, is it not very reasonable to suspect that the 

United States and its allies are not at all interested in an amicable settlement 
for the sake of an easing of tension in this part of the world, but rather in 

the continuation of intrigues which serve quite other aims? 


In Kabul, of course, they would be very interested in a political settlement 
eo that at last they could concentrate fully on solving the many revolutionary 
problems in domestic affairs. But even if such a settlement should be a while 
in coming--which may happen by all means-<-the forces of the new Afghanistan, 
which are becoming stronger with each passing day, will not falter in their 
revolutionary determination. This is the conviction which we carried away with 
us from our fellow socialist country in the Hindu Kush. 
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RIVER PORT BEING EXPANDED FOR SOVIET TRADE 
East Berlin HWORIZONT in German Vol 13 No 49 1980 signed to presse 1 Dec 80 
[Article by Eqmund Junge: “An Important Port Is Enlarged") 


{(Text) At Hairaton, the Afghan port on the Amu Darya, the river forming the 
northern border with the USSR, our small group of foreign journalists is greeted 
by @ bustling workday routine. The long swivel arms of a crane, which appears 
gigantic beside the low residential, administrative, and storage buildings, are 
heaving the heavy transcontainers through the air as if they were cardboard boxes 
of toys. The dockworkers are carrying heavy loads on their strong backs from the 
barges to the trucks, or else into the storerooms or to the storage yards. Piled- 
up cotton bales and other goods are waiting to be put onto the barges. Beyond the 
river, at this point about 6800 meters wide (and 20 to 50 meters deep), one can 

see the other shore, the Soviet city of Termez. 


Hairaton is located about 80 kilometers north of Magar-i-Sharif, the capital of 
Balkh Province. “In standard atlases,” the harbor master, Ali Ahmed Rezai, 
explains to us, “its name cannot be found as yet.” Not until 1973 did port 
traffic begin on a modest scale here in this formerly isolated desert region. 

A paved road, built with Soviet aid, which connects Hairaton with the large 
arterial roads, created the necessary conditions for the possibility of expanding 
the port further. Its power supply is ensured by the power plant near Mazar-i- 
Sharif, likewise built with Soviet aid. 


Following the Afghan revolution of April 1978, and especially since the beginning 
of its second stage at the end of December 1979, the port has assumed an increasing 
economic importance for Afghanistan. “At present,” Ali Ahmed Rezai reports 
proudly, “about 50,000 tons of goods are handled monthly at Hairaton.” On the 
import side, these goods are chiefly sugar, wheat, rice, fats and oils, construc- 
tion materials, gasoline, agricultural machinery, trucks and automobiles, soap, 

and paper. The principal exports via this port are cotton, carpets, caracul, 
raisins, almonds, oranges, and other fresh and dried fruits. 


The exchange of goods with the Soviet Union and the Soviet shipments of aid to 
Afghanistan make up about 90 percent of the amount of goods handled here, with 
the remaining 10 percent belonging to trade with other socialist countries as 

well as with additional trading partners such as Japan, West Buropean states, 

and others. 


Of particular importance is the temporary bridge built across the river almost 

a year ago, over which long columns of trucks carrying essential goods start off 
on their journey to Kabul over the almost 400-kilometer-long “Road of Friendship.” 
“As you see,” says Ali Ahmed Rezai, “the river does not separate us as much as 
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it connects us with our great friend and neighbor, the Soviet Union.” With 
enthusiasm, he speaks about the prospects of “his harbor,” which since the 
beginning of thie year has been run by this man who has been employed in port 
management for 38 years now. 


"At present the only people living here are the approximately 500 workers and 
employees of the port~--about 30 of them with families--as well as a few emall 
shopkeepers. In the future, an entire city with a modern port will come into 
being here, and progressive techniques will replace the heavy physical labor 
which is still necessary today." 


Following the April Revolution, a start was made on building a permanent bridge 

as well over the river. As the harbor master explained to us, after its planned 
completion in 2 years this “multipurpose bridge” will have running over it not only 
4 paved road but also 4 railway line and pipelines for petroleum and natural gas, 
the most important export article of that country. The railway line is to 

extend about 5 kilometers into the country. At its terminus, a large complex 

of modern handling and storage facilities will be built. Through this planned 
expansion, the significance of Hairaton as the most important Cransshipment point 
for Afghan foreign trade will increase further. 
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PROBLEMS MOUNT FOR BENDJEDY®; AS CHANGE COMES SLOWLY 


London 8 DAYS in English 24 Jan 81 pp 18, 19 


[Article by Mary Gearheart] 
| Text } 


TWO YEARS AFTER the death of Houvan 
Boumedienne, Algeria's President Chadh 
Benjedid & continuing to consolidate bis 
political grip on the country This was one of 
the main aspects to emerge from the 
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currently virtually unobtainable, while 
bread, potatoes and even meat are 


the 

Last year's ‘clean-up campaign’ eventually 
ren out of steam, but there are now dozens 
Of official, some quite high-ranking, in 
Prison awaiting trial on charges of 
embezzlement of state funds and other 
forms of corruption One source in Algiers 
said there were as many as 75 in jail — bur 
#0-one has an accurate figure According to 
the source these include five employees 
from the village in Algers accused 
of thet: director general of 


standards of and ethics 
at the top. Although it's said that no-one x 
to be above justice, some sources 
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figures would then be implicated. 
Nevertheless, it is an important 
psychological start, and an act of courage 
which has impressed ordinary Algerians. 
has received heavy setbacks in 
the of two natural catastrophes in 
sccent months — the earthquake of BE) 
Asnam and the severe storm which hit the 
west coast (see overleaf) These will hold up 
slow-moving economic development 
programmes still further — possibly by up 
to @ year — according to some 
commentators But apart from this, the 
chrome battle between hardliner anaious 
to cling to Boumedienne's socialist he tage 
(the ‘purs et durs') and technocrats anxious 
10 push through western-style innovations 
has meant that virtually none of the charges 
pr announced last year when the 
1980-85 plan was unveiicd, have yer teen 
put into practice. Hydrocarbons 
Organisation Sonat-ach has still nor been 
divided up, while the plan notably contains 
no detailed breakdown of the industrial and 
other projects envisaged Progiess is 
expected in the key area of agriculture first. 
And here it is believed that lan‘ has in fact 
been given out to peasants One Algerian 
saw workers tilling fields in the rain outside 
Algiers last week and concluded that no 
government functionary would ever do that 
— Only a real owner. 

Two of the main topics on the FLN 
agenda, health and energy, managed 
(inevitably in Algeria) to become political 
discussions Underlying the health question 
is the terrifyingly high birth rate (over three 
per cent # year) which is jeopardising 
Algeria's economic development and 
severely straining the already overstretched 
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social fabric. A third of hydrocarbon 
revenues has to be spent on food imports to 


tion, while the 
prospect of large unemployment 


among the majority of the population still 
under 20 alarms the country’s leaders The 
immediate discussion however revolved 
around private medicine versus state 
health. significantly many Algerian doctor 
are in favour of private medicine 
supplementing the state system As 
expected, the Central Commitice endorsed 


Communists, « virtually unheard of 
tion with some links in Europe), of 
obtained and diusinbuted illegal 
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GOVERNMENT THREATENS FRENCH WITH OLL CUTBACKS 


London 8 DAYS in English 17 Jan 861 p 42 


[Article by Howard Schiesel) 
[Text } 


ALGERIA’'S war of nerves with France 
over the price of liquefied natural gas (LNG) 


(CFP) lifting of high grade Algerian crude 
oi! unless an agreement is reached rapidly on 
LNG pricing with Gaz de France (GDF). 
The last round of discussions between 
Sonatrach and GDF officials at the end of 
December did not break the pricing 
deadlock. The Algerians are requesting that 
LNG's price be aligned with that of crude 
oil. France, for its part, has finally accepted 
linkage, but the details of such an arrange: 
ment have proved difficun to work out. A 
of contention has been the type of 
oll which would serve as a pricing 
priced Algerian oil or more 
Indexsation clauses 
another stumbling block. 
provisional price being paid by GDF, 
negotiations proceed, for one million 
(British Thermal Units) rose in 1980 
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scheduled deliveries in November and 
December, 27 took place. Nevertheless, the 
slowdown in the middle of the year left its 
traces: initial figures indicate that France 
imported around 2.Sbn cu m of Algerian 
LNG in 1980, compared with the 4bn cu m 
Originally expected. 

Talks between Sonatrach and the British 
Gas Corporation (BGC) are also at an im- 
passe, and little progress has been made in 
talks with E) Paso of the US. (Britain needs 
Algerian gas far less than does France, pur- 
chasing just 2 per cent of its requirements 
from Algeria compared with France's 15 per 
cent). The Americans are insisting that the 
landed cost of gas imports should not exceed 
the domestic price of fuel oil, even though 
LNG costs six times as much as oil to 
transport. 

In America’s case, its energy department 
officials fear that acquiescing to the 
Algerian price demands could lead to price 
leapfrogging by other gas exporting coun. 
tries. American dependence on Alegeria for 
gas supplies is slight. Allernative sources 
from nearby Canada and Mexico, as well as 
Indonesia, are readily available. 

Algeria's LNG gambit lost the country an 
estimated $ibn in export revenues last year. 
However the 33 per cent price rise over the 
same period for its Saharan Light oil, which 
was selling for just under $40 a barrel at the 
beginning of January, has more than offset 
the LNG carnings shortfall. According to 
Sonatrach sources, Algeria exported around 
38m tonnes of crude oil and 2m tonnes of 


—-> in 1980. Hydrocarbon export 
for 1980 are expected to be in the 
$15-16bn range. 
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The oi] weapon now appears to be 
Algeria's decisive lever to break the LNG 
pricing logjam with France. CFP's 1971 
agreement with Sonatrach, which expired in 
1980, gave the French company the right to 
annually lift between 6m and |2m tonnes of 
crude oil, In 1980, for example, it lifted just 
over 10m tonnes. The renegotiation of the 
accord is reportedly contingent on a settle- 
ment of the gas question. 

In spite of the often-troubled nature of 
Franco-Algerian relations in the last two 
decades, CFP has managed to maintain its 
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FRENCH GIVE ALGERLAN WORKERS INCENTIVE TO RETURN HOME 


London 8 DAYS in English 17 Jan 81 p 17 


[Article by Michel Szwed-Cousins: 


[Text } 


THE DECISIONS last month by France to 
provide financial incentives to Algerian 
migrant workers to return home and by 
Algeria to unfreeze bank accounts of 
former French colonists, the so-called 
‘pieds noirs’, have helped towards casing 
the long-term sense of grievance that both 
countries have felt towards cach other 

The two issues were originally discussed 
and approved during a visit to Algiers last 
September by French Foreign Minister 
Jean Francois-Poncet. The only other 
important issues still to be settled resulting 
from France's colonial involvement in 
Algeria are the question of the archives of 
colonial Algeria now in France but which 
the Algerians want returned, the problem 
of dual nationality (especially as it affects 
military service requirements) for those 
children born in France of Algerian 
workers, and, most important, the freedom 
for the 350,000 ‘hakis (those Algenans 
who supported the French in the war of 
independence and who now live in France) 
to return home. 

The decision to release the ‘pied noirs’ 
bank deposits involves about $15.7m, 
which when spread out among the 10,000 
or so expected claimants will not amount to 
much in the way of lump payments. ‘The 
sum is not important, an official at the Quai 
d'Orsay noted, ‘but it's important 
politically.” Those with claims have to apply 
directly to the banks concerned. 

Both the French and the Algerians see 
the decision by Paris to pay immigrant 
labourers to return to Algeria as the more 
important decision of the two. The amount 
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"French Issue of Incentives" | 


available to departing workers will be 
equivalent to four months’ wages, vround 
$2,200 on average. Though remittances 
from workers in France play a significant 
role in Algeria's balance of payments, the 
Maghreb country’s oil] and gas wealth 
means these are not as important as they are 
for Tunisia. for example, and the authorities 
in Algiers have long been concerned about 
the social status of their citizens in France 
With French unemployment rising — it is 
expected to reach 1.8 million by the end of 
1981 — there are fears among the 850,000 
Algerian migrant workers, many of whom 
are based in the region around Marseilles, 
that they are going to be the worst affected. 
What particularly worries them is that they 
may soon find their work permits not being 
renewed, despite the 1968 Franco- Algerian 
agreement designed to safeguard their 
Position. 

There have long been complaints from 
the 1.8 million Muslim migrant workers in 
France, nearly all from the Maghreb, that 
they are being used as a pool of cheap 
labour, carrying out the sort of menial jobs 
that the French refuse to do, yet having to 
face growing prejudice. In the case of the 
Algerians, this has prompted many to join 
the Amicale des Algeriens en Europe, an 
Organisation dedicated to protecting the 
interests of Algerians in France. 

About 70,000 workers are expected to 
take advantage of the cash incentives to 
return to Algeria, though the French 
authorities refuse to admit they have any set 
figure in mind. To do so, an official at the 
Quai d'Orsay commented, would be to 
admit that there was a concerted official 
policy to get the Algerians toleave It would 
be totally voluntary, he explained. ‘We are 
Not going to pul pressure, we are going to 
put incentives, he said, commenting that 
the two were very different. 























ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


STORM DAMAGE--Algeria has been struck by the most severe storms for over twenty 
years, only three months after the El Asnam earthquake. The storms hit the 
country's west coast without warning and with unprecedented force--winds of up to 
130 knots were recorded--leaving a trail of damage in its wake. The Algerians 
have not yet put a figure on the damage, but the storms certainly cost millions 
of dollars in lost hydrocarbons revenue. Some 90 per cent of the Beni Sat fishing 
fleet was destroyed, and both inland areas and west coast ports suffered badly. 
In financial terms, the worst effect of the storms was damage at the key hydro- 
carbon exporting port of Arzew--the world's largest--employing 13,000 workers in 
its huge industrial zone. Some breakwaters may take up to a year to repair, and 
pipes carrying condensate and crude oil to the terminals were fractured. Several 
jetties were broken while the Uruguayan tanker "Juan de Levalleja," fully loaded 
with volatile condensate, broke anchor and smashed against the west jetty--only 
90 metres from the largest gas processing plant, LNG 1. The risk of gas and 
condensate escaping from the tanker and causing an explosion in Arzew's industrial 
zone was significant enough during the first week to warrant the shutdown of all 
hydrocarbon production and exports. Experts from the French company Abeille 
International claim that gas is no longer escaping from the tanker, and are 
planning a rescue operation with two tugs and a barge. The aim is to unload the 
remaining condensate and water and then tow the vessel out of the port. Mean- 
while, lost production is costing the country some $150m a day--and it is not 
clear when full production will be resumed. [Text] [London 8 DAYS in English 

24 Jan 81 p 20) 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI DESCRIBES ROLE OF ULAMA IN ISLAMIC STATE 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 11 Jan 81 p 3 


[Text] Addressing a group of people from Qom who visited Imam Khomeini in Tehran 
recently, the Imam said, “You should know and remember for all time in the future 
that whenever any person should say anything against the ruhaniyoon (ulama) I do 
not mean anything about some specific alim, which is of course a different matter-- 
if any person or group should argue and or promote this notion that the work of 
the ruhaniyoon should be confined to the mosques, then that person or that group 
of people are not really opposed to the ruhaniyoon, but rather they are opposed to 
Islam. Those who profess that they respect the ruhaniyoon but who argue that the 
ruhaniyoon would be better advised to retire to the mosques and that by so doing 
the ruhaniyoon would secure the typical respect paid to them are in fact the 
enemies of Islam.'' These remarks of Ayatullah Khomeini followed the organisation 
of a few ‘anti-mulla' marches in the country and a vociferous campaign against 
them in some newspapers. 


It is well known that at least for the last hundred years the ulama have been the 
main bulwark against tyranny and foreign domination in Iran. Twice in recent 
history (in 1906-53), when the Muslims of Iran succeeded in their struggle, the 
ulama were pushed aside by the secular leaders and it was only a matter of time 
before the country reverted to tyranny. Upon reflection it should become clear 
that in a country like Iran where the ulama command widespread allegiance any 
attempt to channel the direction of the country on secular-nationalistic lines 
is bound to result in the system degeverating into, at best, a benevolent dicta- 
torship. Leading ulama, like the martyred Ayatullah Mutahari, had repeatedly 
warned of this kind of degeneration if the ulama did not continue to play an 
active role in the running of the State. 


The main argument advanced against the involvement of the ulama is their purported 
lack of expertise in the matter. Here it must be observed that the whole of the 
revolutionary leadership, whether they be members of the ulama or not, are in the 
same boat. As to the question of experts, it should be borne in mind that the 
Shah's Iran was a State of experts par excellence--no fewer than 80,000 western 
‘experts’ were in the tyrant's pay. It is clear that we do not need these kind 

of mercenary experts with no morals--the bogey of expertise, if taken to its 
logical conclusion, would again result in the wholesale recruitment of foreign 
‘experts.’ 
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The Islamic State needs committed experte and needs to gear ite education system 
to the production of such experts. In the meantime the need for committed experts 
highlights the role to be played by the ‘western’ educated Muslims, who have 
retained or rediscovered their attachment to lelam. They would be an indispensable 
factor in the transition to the full-fledged Ielamic State, But if they get car- 
ried away by the arrogance of their expertise then they can pose a formidable 
counter=revolutionary threat to the survival of the Islamic State. 


It is thus that the Imam has ineisted on the principle of Vilayatul Faqih (rule 
by the juriet(s) being enshrined in the constitution and he has been personally 
endeavouring to let the spirit of this principle permeate through 411 levels of 
the Islamic State. As Ayatullah Khomeini hae made clear on many occasions, to 
safeguard the Islamic Revolution we need 411 members of the Islamic State--expertes 
and all--to work under the guiding umbrella of the ulama. Recent history of Iran 
has conclusively shown that there is no better guarantor of freedom from tyranny 
and foreign domination than the ulama. 
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DEFEAT OF LMPERIALISM ATTRIBUTED TO LSLAM 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 17 Jan 61 p 2 


[Editorial by Zainab: “Spider's Web") 


[Text } 
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Iranian revolution in the region. Whereas the Shah Husayns, the King Khalids, the 
Qabuses and the Zia ul-ilage a = aon SS 





their support for the Iranian revolution. 


If Sa'd Mujir has properly evaluated it, if the to form a front made up 
of Iran, Libya, Algeria, Syria and the Palestine tion Organization had been 
received more seriously a year ago, perhaps the agents and aides of American im- 
perialiam in the region would not have exercised such audacity in engaging in plots 
against our newly established republic. 


Fortunately, in the t months, especially following the trip to sam proper 
countries by Hojja lam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the chairman of the Islamic Con- 
sultative Council of Iran, the great dream that the goverrment of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is aware of the importance of strenghtening its relations with 
the progressive countries of the region am! is intending to take specific steps 
to this end has been realized. 


In the words of Ho}jjatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani: 
“These governments told us that every kind of protection must be given to preserve 


tical cooperation with us. We spoke with one another regarding cooperation in all 
spheres, in the military field, in the cultural field, with respect to economic 
cooperation and regarding the expansion of activities which are now deficient." 


Now, in regard to the abovementioned statements by the Libyan ambassador to Tehran 
“same opposition elements" which "have sabotaged our proposal and plan 
(Libya's)," and in the light of a conversation by Hojjatoleslam Hashemi Rafsanjani 
(ETTELA'AT, 20 November 1980) to the effect that "Fram the outset of the triumph 
of the revolution we have pursued the belief that the Islamic revolutiomry forces 
in this region must cooperate with one another" (our emphasis), one must ask who 
opposition elements" have been ami what their motive in rejecting the pro- 
tion with the Resistance Front" has been. In our opinion, 
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minister and was accused of 
ac bribes for party purposes. 
His i was removed 


in 1965 by a vote in the plenum and 
he ood trial, only to emerge with a 
mark over his name when 

t * dropped all charges 
Writing of the anguish the 
memories of “that libel” stl 
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Kibbutz Dati movement was 
because its leaders allowed 
to be outmaneuvered. 
The "Gang of Three’ are 
y on the defensive in their 
Soviag englacened tho subeh 
ving © awit 
Labour to the Likud. Not un- 
ctedly, Hammer made the 
defence of the Likud con- 
nection at the of the Ex. 
ecutive last week, when he aired his 
bid to help the Begin government 
hang on wuatil November He 
described the Likud NRP coalition 
as “the rues partnership for us 
ever 
ALL SECTIONS of the NRP con- 
Cur Uhat these have been ihe party's 
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slipping down the NRP see-saw, and 
Burg and Olass appear to be on the 
up. Even Vermus spoke moat 
carefully about Labour and Shimon 
Peres, adopting @ different tone w 
the one | in Our last interview 
eight months ago. 

Youth Circle also seems to 
have lost some of its confidence, 
and Ben-Natan is confident he can 
cut it down to size in the party elec: 
tions set for 1982. Both Ben-Natan 
and Glass were against Gush 
Emunim all along, regarding these 
tealots as an instrument to help the 
“Gang of Three” take over the 
party However, what impressed me 
was that even Vermus treated Gush 
Emunim in a gingerly fashion, 
acknowledging by implication (hat 
it is no longer politically profitable 
to be identified with that group 


A simular evaluation was made by 
Hatsofe editor Moshe Ishon, who. 
though close to the youth circle, is 
considered above narrow factional 
lines. In Ishon's view there is 
nothing in the memoirs thal people 
did not already know: “After ail, 
each side's opinion of the other was, 
no secret,” he pointed out. 

I wod softly when it came to the 
Abuhatzeira case. Ben-Natan said 
he hoped the minister's innocence 
would be upheld in court, and that 
for everyone's sake the verdict 
would be delivered weil before elec- 
ton day. 

When | asked whether the injec- 
uon of the communal factor by the 
munister himself and the leaders of 
the World Sephardi Federation 
might influence voting for the party, 
especially among immigrants from 
North Africa, the Hapoel 
Hamuizrahi chief saad it might play a 
role depending on the verdict 

Vermus was optimistic: 
“Whoever voted for us before 
didn't do so out of love for any one 
person.” He then waxed indignant 
over Abuhatzeira’s pre-trial treat- 
ment, deploring “the police leaks to 
the press. There was a nasty cam- 
paign to dirty his same. He has been 
done a terrible wrong.” 

The party secretary-general dis- 
cerned « silver lining in “the 
backlash the observant in 


they are threatened, they fee! that 
the religous community is under at- 
tack, so they are returning ‘home’ to 














us all over the country.” 

As for the communal effect, 
Vermus said the Oriental com- 
y”* eo” the 
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ethnic factor might have far- 
reaching consequences throughout 
the political yer 
Whatever verdict is down, 
inevitably 
electorate. In 
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HATEVER verdict is 
handed down in the Abuhatzeira 


case, there musi be doubts about 
the minister's future role im the 
NRP. assurances to the 
contrary, is strong reason to 
believe that an Boy 
Abuhatzeira form his own 
Knesset list, financial support 
from abroad 





be reflected not in the com: 
of the NRP’s Knesset list 
if its future cabinet representa: 


ion. 
As the NRP see-saw ails, the 


‘s electoral prospects, mainly 

it can rely on a solid base of 
135,000 Hapoel Hamizrabi 
members, plus the large, usually un- 
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Youth Circle's maximalist ideology 
of annexing the West Bank and its 
sizeable Arab population. 

“Our task must be to reach the 
people who yearn for Viddishkei 
and we must target in on the 25 per 
cent of parents who send their 
Children to the State Religious 
schools, although we have so far 
won only 10 per cent of the total 
vote,’ Vermus explained. 

Hatsofe editor Ishon maintained 
shat the NRP was the only party to 
emerge with a positive record from 
the Begin coalition: “We were the 
only ones who demonsirated a 
culture of sable government,” he 
declared. 

Ishon also believes that the obser- 
vant public will rally to the NRP out 
of fear that basic religious issues are 
under attack. “Yossi Sarid has been 
even more anti-religious than 
Shulamit Aloni, and he is on 
Labour's front bench and will be 
one of its election information 
chiefs,” he said. ) 


Demokratiche Union, by setting up 


specifying that members must 
be religious. Even said it had 
been a mistake to talk of including 
secular personalities in a religious 
list. When | posed the question to 
Vermus, he swallowed hard and 
said: “I have no intention of enter 
ing a fight to change the party con- 
stitution at this juncture.” | believe 
him 
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PROFILE OF BAR LEV, PROSPECTIVE DEFENSE MINISTER 
Tel Aviv in Hebrew DAVAR 12 Dec 80 pp 10-11 Weekend Supplement 
[Article by Uri Milstein: “Bar Lev") 


[Text] "The military and the chief of staff need a defense minister. The IDF and 
the defense establishment have not had a defense minister for a long period. As 
with any chief of staff, the current chief of staff has qualities and faults. 

One of the functions of the defense minister is to protect the chief of staff in 
the face of his faults. Today there is no such protection, so things are happening 
which the IDF never experienced in the past: the destruction of tank engines, 

the destruction of mail sacks, the development of the Ron Packer affair." 


These comments were delivered by Haim Bar Lev a few days before the Labor Party 
Convention, the results of which will likely determine whether he will be the 
defense minister in the Israel Government after the Knesset elections. The ap- 
pointment of Bar Lev to the second ranking office in the forthcoming government 
depends upon the selection of Shimon Peres as the candidate of the Labor Party 
for the office of Prime Minister next week and upon a victory for the Alignment 
in the Knesset elections next year. It is safe to assume that both these condi- 
tions will hold. Bar Lev is the candidate with the greatest prospects, and for 
as much as the matter will depend upon Shimon Peres, he will choose Bar Lev. 


Most founders of the PALMACH and its senior commanders were native born Israelis 
and children of pioneer parents. Haim Bar Lev was born in Vienna, grew up in 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia and only at the age of 15, having completed 8 years of schooling 
and received a junior high diploma, did he immigrate to Israel alone in 1939 and 
study agriculture at Mikveh Yisrael. His attitude toward Zionism, toward the 

Land of Israel and toward the Hebrew language was different from that of Yigal 
Allon, Yitzhag Rabin and Nahum Sarik. It is true that he was not the only "new 
immigrant." David Elazar, his friend from Zagreb, and Uri Ben Ari, a native of 
Germany, immigrated to Israel after their childhood years. Even Uri Ben Ari was 

an outsider in the PALMACH group, and Dado put forth efforts--at times exaggerated-- 
to take on the characteristics of a Sabra. Im the view of the Palmach people, 

Bar Lev was not a “yekke" [German-born Jew] as was Ben Ari, and yet he was not 

“one of the boys” as was Dado. So it was in the forties, so it was in the eighties, 
in contrast to what was expected of a Palmach member he did not join the group 

that supported Rabin and was among the leaders of the camp which favored Shimon 
Peres. When Bar Lev reached the Palmach his personality had already been formed. 
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The personalities of most of his comrades were formed in the training camps and 

in the forests of Mishmar Ha'emek, in the struggle against the British after World 
War IT and on the battlefields during the War of Independence. The high point of 
their lives was the Palmach. The high point of his life was his immigration to 
the Land of Israel. 


A Leader During Crises 


In three areas Haim Bar Lev can be considered to this very day a top person: in 
the IDF as a commander and as the chief of staff; in the government as the minister 
of commerce and industry; and in the Labor Party as the general secretary. Re- 
garding his candidacy as defense minister, one of the former highly placed officers 
in the IDF who served with him on the general staff had this reaction: "He has a 
personal charm, he is generous and stable, he has the courage of a citizen, that 
is, he is not an opportunist, he exudes confidence, he has leadership although 

it is not electrifying. During crises he is on a high. He is a pragmatist, stub- 
born and does not admit mistakes easily. He doesn't shoot from the hip, does 

not arrive at superficial conclusions, but after he has formed an opinion, he will 
not yield. He is not the creative type. In my view he can make a good defense 
minister, and if my children must go to war, I would want Bar Lev to lead them." 


During the Night of the Bridges (1946), Haim Bar Lev (Kidony) was in charge of 
blowing up the Allenby Bridge, and showed himself as a cool commander who has no 
equal during a time of danger. At general staff meetings and during times of 
tranquility he does not emit sparks as does Arik Sharon, and he does not exude 
leadership as does Moshe Dayan; but during difficult moments when many of the 
military commanders and defense people yield to pressure and at times to hysteria 
and to emotional collapse, he remains serene, and it is the serenity of a sage 
person, as was demonstrated at the start of War of Independence in the Negev, in 
the pause before the Six Day War, and above all during the Yom Kippur War. 


Rejection and Joining 


After the War of Independence, Bar Lev was chief of staff of the northern command 
with commanding general Moshe Dayan, unit commander of Giv'ati, commander of the 
Yarkon operation which prepared for the Kadesh operation and commander of the 
armored unit 27 in the Kadesh operation (1956), which took place in the northern 
sector of the Sinai Peninsula. Im the summer of 1957 he was appointed commander 
of the Armored Corps. In 1961 he studied economics at Columbia University and was 
an outstanding student. 


In 1963, when Levi Eshkol was elected prime minister, Bar Lev returned to Israel 
so that he would not be passed over in the Labor Arrangement. Eshkol was happy 
when Chief of Staff Zvi Tzur (Chara) completed his term at the end of 1963, and 
approved the appointment of Yitzhak Rabin for that assignment. The problem as- 
signment was the head of operations at general headquarters. The preferred can- 
didate for that assignment, Ezer Weizman, caused a surprise, as is characteristic 
of him, by announcing that he would give up command of the air force only if his 
replacement would be Motty Hod and not the candidate of Rabin, Bide'on Al Rom. 
Otherwise, 'e would remain with the air force, unless forcibly retired in disgrace. 
' Eshkol and Rabin compromised with him; Ezer continued to command the air force, 
and the assignment as head of the headquarters operations branch was left vacant. 
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Bar Lev offered his services as head of headquarters operations branch but since 
the candidacy of Weizman had not yet fallen through he offered himself as head of 
the quartermaster corps, an assignment in which he would be able to apply what 

he had learned in the United States. Chara almost fell off the chair: this is the 
lowest assignment in the status ladder of senior assignments in the IDF. However, 
at the same time the Weizman incident took place, and Haim Bar Lev was appointed 

as chief of headquarters operations branch. 


Quite a few of the IDF commanders criticized him during his tenure in that posi- 
tion. There are some who say that during those 2 years the criticism was a game 
in the IDF. He was the only one who was unaware of it. Haim Bar Lev continued to 
be among the leaders of the staff who in effect prepared the IDF for the Six-Day 
War. Despite that, Eshkol with the passage of time conducted personal discussions 
with the commanders of the IDF. From their remarks he gained the impression that 
Weizman, in any case, was more desirable than Bar Lev. Eshkol summoned Bar Lev 

in a burry and informed him that he would have to relinquish his assignment. Bar 
Lev was about to resign from the IDF, except that entreaties and offers of study, 
this time at the Sorbonne, and especially a hint that if he did not resign he 
would be one of the candidates for chief of staff, convince! him to wait. After 

a year, during the crisis of May 1967, Eshkol and Rabin regretted that it was not 
Bar Lev at their side, but Ezer Weizman instead. 


When first reports reached him of Nasser's movements in the Sinai on 15 May 1967, 
Bar Lev contacted chief of staff Yizhak Rabin and informed him that he was re- 
turning to Israel and would undertake any kind of assignment offered him. "I'm 

a staff person, and can be a tank person," said the former Armored Corps commander. 
Rabin calmed him down: No hurry. At the same time there was added to the external 
pressure the threat of an internal crisis. Weizman was still tossing threats at 
the top command, and announced that because of Eshkol the Third Temple [allusion 

to the present State] would be destroyed and Rabin could not stand the test of 
leadership, and it was then that many remembered, particularly the veterans of 

the Palmach, about Bar Lev, the man most suited to prop up the general staff. 


This Is The Man 


A good deal of pressure was exerted on Eshkol. Om 23 May, on the day that the 
chief of staff collapsed, Bar Lev was summoned home. That same evening he met 
with the head of the chief of staff's office, Rafi Ephrat, and with the head of 
the Intelligence Branch, Aharon Yariv. Within 24 hours he was brought up to date 
and toured the fronts. Ezer Weizman welcomed him with open arms: "You're a land 
person, and will be a tremendous help to us." The next day he met with the ill 
chief of staff at his home and gave him his impressions. 


On 26 May, Bar Lev was invited to a private lunch with Levi Eshkol at the Dan 
Hotel. Aharon Kaidon, one of those close to Eshkol, reported that Bar Lev spoke, 
characteristically, very very calmly, and argued that it was not possible to pre- 
vent a war, but that if the political echelon needed another 2 weeks, in another 

2 weeks as well the IDF could defeat all of the Arab armies "speedily, powerfully, 
and elegantly." After they separated, Eshkol said to Kaidon and all the others, 
"This is the man." According to Kaidon, Eshkol then and there decided that Bar 
Lev was to be the next chief of staff. Four days later, on 30 May, Bar Lev was 
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appointed aide to the chief of staff, despite the vehement protests of Ezer Weizman, 
who comandeered on aircraft, flew to Jerusalem “to rant and rave" and almost re- 
signed, 


The return of Bar Lev and his appointment could not prevent the upheaval at the 
political summit and the transfer of the defense portfolio to Moshe Dayan. The 
time arrived when Eshkol said, somewhat bitterly, that had Rabin said to him 2 
weeks earlier what Bar Lev had said to him at the lunch in the Dan Hotel, Dayan 
would not have jumped into the defense portfolio, but Eshkol had only himself to 
blame for rejecting Bar Lev a year previously, from the assignment as chief of the 
operations branch at general headquarters. 


In these 6 days, Bar Lev carried out the assignment as deputy chief of staff. 
Rabin did not return to regular duty and Dayan was busy with political decisions. 
After the war, no one questioned the choice of Bar Lev for next chief of on the 
judgment of Eshkol, Golda Meir, Allon and Galilee, and he became the favorite son 
of the Labor Party summit. 


Haim Bar Lev was the chief of staff of the War of Attrition and its various opera- 
tions, and the builder of the Bar Lev Line. During the 4 years of his term, his 
qualities, positive and negative, became evident once again: the composure and 
the obstinacy, persistence in missions and persistence in opinions. And despite 
all of the successes of the War of Attrition, the affair of the Bar Lev Line re- 
mains one of the issues enveloped in severe controversy to this very day. 





The Yom Kippur War 


When the Yom Kippur War erupted, Bar Lev was minister of commerce and industry, 
but he was a man who came as savior, and it may even be said, as hero of that war, 
at least at the top command level. Before the outbreak of that war, he did not 
participate in Golda's kitchen discussions. On Yom Kippur he was present at a 
conference of ministers in Tel Aviv. Im the midst of that meeting, war erupted. 
Bar Lev hurried to perform his task: concern about the supply of food for the 
populace. And although he was briefed all during that time on what was taking 
place in the war, he was not mustered for any military assignment. 


When Moshe Dayan returned from the northern front, he reported to Golda Meir on 
defeat and despair. He proposed establishment of a new defense line on the Jordan 
River and spoke of the danger to the Third Temple [figuratively, the present State 
of Israel]. At 5 in the afternoon, Golda requested Bar Lev, on the advice of the 
defense minister and the chief of staff, to take a trip north. He performed the 
mission. After talking with the commanders on the Golan Heights, and briefing 
them, he notified Golda that there was no need for a new line, that the IDF was 
gaining strength and would hold its position despite the difficult situation. 


On Tuesday, 9 October, after the failure of the attacks of the 8 and 9 of the month, 
despair reigned on the southern front. Bar Lev was officially appointed as rep- 
resentative of the general staff on this front and as its commander in practice. 

He put an end to the disputes of the group commanders with the commanding general, 
and introduced the counter-attack regiments and the possibly of a stunning victory 
on the battlefield. 
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Previously, when he had completed his assignment as chief of staff in 1971, Pinhas 
Safir offered him the assignment of minister of commerce and industry. This 
ministry was the pet project of Safir. He wanted Bar Lev because he thought that 
Bar Lev was suited to the task, and also because he wanted a former chief of staff 
in his group within the party. Another candidate for this assignment was Yitzhak 
Rabin, at the time ambassador to Washington. Safir said to his close circle, 

"Why would I need a rumpled chief of staff (Rabin) when I have a well-pressed chief 
of staff?" (Bar Lev) 


Bar Ley enjoyed the wooing, but refused to give a definite answer before removing 
his uniform. 1971 was the Year of Decision of Sadat, and everyone believed that 
at the last moment of the year war would break out, although a small one. The 
last day of Bar Lev as chief of staff was on a Friday. What would happen if the 
war broke out on Saturday? Dayan decided that question: Bar Lev was to continue 
in his assignment if the war broke out. The war did not break out and Bar Lev 
was appointed, some time later, as minister of commerce and industry. 


With regard to his "parachuting" from the military to the government without a 
cooling off period, the opposition people of the time said that this was politi- 
cization of the military. Bar Lev, characteristically, did not react and Safir 
certainly did not. It quickly became clear that Bar Lev was not in Safir's pocket. 
He conducted his ministry in his own style, with orderly work arrangements, with- 
out personal prejudice, with concern for the hierarchy, and without favoritism for 
promoters. Because of all that, someone alleged that the minister of commerce 

and industry had no comprehension of economics and manufacturing. Others said 
that now the ministry was headed by a minister and not by someone with a private 
holding. 


One of the largest manufacturers in the country said that, "Bar Lev was straight, 
businesslike and an intelligent minister. He did not adorn himself with the 
feathers of others, and when he did not understand something, he was not embarrassed 
to ask. He gave almost total working discretion to people he had faith in, He 

was authentic and correct in his contacts with the manufacturers." That same 
manufacturer admits that Bar Lev initiated less than Safir but, according to him, 
the function of a minister of commerce and industry is not to initiate projects 

but instead to encourage initiative. He argues that manufacturers and not ministers 
establish industry, and that those criticizing Bar Lev are people who need a 

father figure and a leader and who don't have the courage to accept responsibility 
and initiative. 


Similar remarks were made by the president of the Diamond Exchange, Moshe Schnitzer. 
Before Bar Lev was appointed the diamond merchants used to go on pilgrimage to 
Safir at Kfar Saba. Bar Lev seemed dry to them. One who did not sweat enough. 
After Safir, it was difficult for many of them to get used to him, but today it 

is clear to them that he was an excellent minister of commerce and industry. 


In contrast, one of the heads of the Finance Ministry and one of the "Safir Boys" 
said: "Bar Lev didn't understand the special problems of the Israeli economy, 
his chief-of-staff habits were not appropriate for the government and the economy 
and there was no harmony between him and the finance chiefs. Pinhas Safir was 
disappointed in him. Bar Lev likes comfort and a solid daily routine. He didn't 
do his homework, arrived for meetings with foreign investors unprepared, and en- 
joyed his flying hours in the air force (he holds pilot's wings) more than the 
fatiguing economic discussions.” 
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At government meetings Bar Lev did not demonstrate originilaty in many inetances, 
and did not embark on crusades, A colleague of hie in the government at that 
time, Gad Ya'akovi assesses him thus: “We contributes to the stability and 
moderation of any political syetem in which he participates." 


Success At Maskeret Batyah 


After the victory of the Likud in the 1977 elections, most of the top persone 

were absent from the work of reconstituting and reconstructing the Labor Party. 
During the firet monthe Shimon Peres worked almost single-handedly, and was in need 
of a euffictently senior party personage. Several candidates were put before 

Peres but Yigal Allo: 4 Haim Zadok supported the candidacy of Bar lev. The 
success of Bar Lev in ti: party ie similar to his successes in the government and 
in certain waye in the military during periods of calm: he is not awe inepiring, 
many of those involve! criticize him, while othere praise him, all in subdued tones. 
The head of the loca! council at Maskeret Batyah, and a head of the Labor party 
central, Rafi Sweesea, has said that humility te the great trait of Bar Lev. “His 
speech is slow and confident, he te personable and exudes « pleasant air. Israelis 
are yearning for such public figures.” At Maskeret Batyah Bar Lev met with the 
residents, many of whom belong to other parties, and was asked many difficult 
questions by them. The next day, 6 of the active Likud people said to Sweessa: 
"We're going to join the Alignment." After the meeting, Bar Lev dined at the 

home of the Sweessa family with about a dozen invited quests, and revealed him- 
self “as a simple family man, cognizant of #mall problems, interested in the price 
of a kilogram of fish and a partner in the struggles of the homemaker." 





Bar Lev was an equal partner in the “rehabilitation” of the party, and has a de- 
cisive part in the structuring of the ideological clarifications, the leadership, 
and the elections to the convention. The internal disputes have cast a cloud 
over his term ase general secretary. Bar Lev tried, to the best of his ability, 
not to become embroiled in the turbulence of confrontation, but as a political 
person he could not permit himself to sit on the fence for too long. Many in the 
Peres camp are dissatisfied with him, because he does not conduct a war to the 
finish againet the Rabin camp, because he is too “dovish,” in their view, in his 
policy positions. 


During the pre-State years the commander of the Palmach nurtured Haim "Kidoni." 

He entrusted to him the advance training of company commanders in 1946, of the 
course for platoon commanders in 1947-1948, and of the 8th and 7th regiments of the 
»agev Group. In 1967 he helped Allon very greatly in seeking out Bar Lev and in 
having him appointed as deputy chief of staff and later as chief of staff. In the 
government he was the confidant of Golda and Safir, and was not within the Allon 
camp; nevertheless, the former Palmach commander perceived himself as his patron 
and was in favor of his selection as general secretary of the party. Apparently 

he believed that Bar Lev would be his representative in the party apparatus. But 
that is not the way it turned out. On a television program Bar Lev was asked if 

he supports Peres because he is chairman of the party, or because he is more able 
than Allon. Bar Lev replied: “For both reasons.” Later he said, “After that ‘for 
both reasons’ I had two talke with Yigal. He's a gentlemen, and understood that on 
this issue I have my own opinion and I cannot hide it. I didn't think that ay 
contacts with Yigal, having been longer than my contacts with Shimon, obligate me 
to support Yigal automatically and on every matter, not everyone who was a member 
cf the Palmach supported Yigal, and certainly not Yitzhak.” 
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BANK OF ISRAEL RELEASES FOREIGN DEBT FIGURES 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 19 Jan 81 p 6 


[Article by Shlomo Maoz) 
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LASER INDUSTRIES LOOKS TO U.S. MARKET 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 14 Jan 861 p 7 


[Article by Joseph Morgenstern) 


[Text] 


TEL AVIV. — Laser Industries, 
manufacturers of carbon dioxide 
laser systems used in free-hand 
surgery and microsurgery, will 
debul on the American over-the- 
counter market on of about January 
2! with «a 700,000 ordinary share 
issue slated to rane $4.9m 

Of the proceeds of the issue, 
$700,000 will be applied to the 
development of new types of 
surgical lasers, with a view towards 
producing smaller and less expen: 
sive units, The amount of $2m. has 
been slated to carry expanded m- 
ventories. The rest will be applied to 
{mance accounts receivable from 
the sald of completed units for ex- 
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powered tuser for welding and other 
metal working purposes. The In- 
dustry Minisiry's chief scientist, 
a dy. * 7— — 
project as having r 
potential 


The ree carbon dioxide 
surgical laser syttem was the 
brainchild of Dr. Isaac Kaplan, a 
well-known Israel i wu 
He conceived the in 1972, and 


it was vently developed by 


ey Uni 

fh investment in the shares of 
Israel's Laser Industries, due to the 
nature of the company's past 
record, by ive investment 


of « speculation 


The ability of the y to 
lower the unit price of its gharplan 
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WINDPOWER TO GENERATE ELECTRICITY UNDER STUDY 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 20 Jan 81 p 3 


[Article by Aryeh Wolman} 
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LIQUID METAL PROCESS PRODUCES SOLAR POWER 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 26 Jan 81 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Aryeh Wolman] 





[Text] Beersheba--Ben-Gurion University scientists have developed a system of 
converting solar heat into electricity which they say will revolutionize solar 
energy systems throughout the world. 


According to the scientists, the system, in which hot liquid metal is driven 
through a large magnet, will be able to provide heat and electricity at half the 
cost of conventional electric power. They add that the new system requires no 
complex or heavy machinery, such as turbines or generators. 


A 10=-person team has been working on the project since 1977 under the leadership 
of Prof. Yirmiyahu Branover. Their area of research is called magneto hydro- 
dynamics, the science dealing with the motion of fluids through magnetic fields. 
A demonstration model of their system has just been tested, and a commercial 
version will be ready for the market in two to 2 1/2 years. Work is to begin on 
the commercial version in two months. 


The system uses a liquid metal such as a sodium potassium alloy which circulates 
through a solar collector and heats up rapidly. It is then mixed with droplets 
of a volatile liquid which heat up, vaporize and expand, driving the liquid 
metal through the magnetic field. This generates an electric field and the 
current is picked up by electrodes. 


The vapour and the metal are then separated, with the metal returning to the solar 
collector, while the vapour is condensed in a tank to produce hot water which can 
be used in the home or factory. 


One advantage of the system is that it requires only low heat sources to heat it 
and can be used not only with solar collectors but also with geothermal water or 
waste industrial heat. It is also flexible in its applications. 


According to Branover, "It can be used as an autonomous system to supply elec- 
tricity and heat the water of an apartment block, or the power it generates can 
he fed directly into the grid." 








Branover's experience in magneto hydrodynamics, which was firet developed at the 
Latvian Academy of Science in the 19608, has enabled him to develop a system with 
an overall energy efficiency of 12 to 15 per cent, a third higher than any other 
system, and with very little heat lost from the liquid metal. 


Thie is the firet time that metal rather than oil or water has been used in a 
solar collector. 


The industrial prototype is being financed by the recently established Dutch-based 
investment company Solmecs, which is active in Israeli energy projects. The cost 
of developing the prototype will be about $2.5m. Branover estimates that once 
the system is mass-produced, the cost of a l0-kilowatt unit will be about $10,000 
and of a 100-kilowatt unit, $70,000. The system will require virtually no repair 
or maintenance, and will last for 30 years, he said. 


Detailed cost analyses indicate that with the system, the consumer will have to 
pay about five-and-a-half cents per kilowatt-hour instead of the current price of 
10 cents. By comparison, the harnessing of solar energy to produce electricity 
through conventional photovoltaic cells costs $1.50 per kilowatt-hour, although 
the recently developed organic-cycle turbine method may cut this cost to as little 
as nine cents per kilowatthour. 
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KOOR INDUSTRLES INCREASES EXPORTS 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 14 Jan 81 p 6 


[Article by Macabee Dean) 
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LSRAEL 


KOOR TO CONSTRUCT NEW CHEMICAL PLANTS 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 27 Jan 61 p 6 


|Article by Macabee Dean] 
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Beersheba to Ramat Hovay, viewing 
only the administrative 
research labs in Beersheba. 

At 2* Koor Chemicals t.. 


producen ao" 20 1. cent of the 
country's chemicals (if 
petrochemicals are excluded) and 
also makes 20 per cent of all 
chemicals exported. 
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ISRAEL 


GENE RESEARCH--A discovery that may lead to important improvements in genetic 
engineering, and thus be another step towards the cure of genetic diseases, is 
claimed by a team of scientists at the Hebrew University-Hadaseah Medical School. 
The team is investigating regulatory systems for gene expression (the "instruc- 
tions" on cell structure carried within each gene). Their research has shown 
that a certain chemical balance in the DNA, which carries the genetic code for 
each cell, is maintained in the daughter cells of an inserted gene, even after 
many cell divisions. Since one of the aims of genetic engineering is the treat~- 
ment of genetic diseases by introducing healthy genes into the cell to replace 
the damaged ones, it is necessary to ensure that the property which the trans- 
planted gene carries will be expressed in a lasting way in the new host cell. 

One of the processes influencing DNA structure is methylation, in which small 
groups of the hydrocarbon radical methyl are introduced into specific points on 
the DNA chain. The Hadassah research has proved that the methylation structure 
of the gene inserted into the cell is maintained in the daughter cells resulting 
from the original cell division, even after an infinite number of divisions. The 
research is being carried out by Professors Aharon Razin and Haim Sider, Drs. Gad 
Glaser, Ya'acov Pollack and Mordechai Chevion, and their students in the medical 
school's cellular biochemistry department. [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST 
in English 9 Jan 81 p 2) 


STOCK MARKET STATISTICS--Between December 1979 and December 1980 the index of 
stock prices rose by nearly 280 per cent--with a 29 per cent rise last December 
alone, according to data released by the Central Bureau of Statistics. The prices 
of industrial shares recorded a 657 per cent increase during the year, those of 
real estate companies rose by 550 per cent and those of the commercial banks by 
228 per cent. The total turnover of stocks traded on the stock exchange came to 
IS12,859m., and the turnover last December alone was 1S2,5l7m. While the 

increase in the prices of all categories of stocks far exceeded the 133 per cent 
rate of inflation, the price index for bonds rose more moderately--by 151 per 
cent. Bonds linked to the consumer price index did better than the average and 
rose by 157 per cent. The double-option bonds linked to either the price index 
or the exchange rate, whichever is the higher, rose even more--by nearly 169 per 
cent, while those linked to foreign currency lagged behind the rate of inflation, 
with a rise of only 107 per cent. The total annual turnover of bonds was I1S3,701m. 


--29 per cent that of stocks. [Text] [Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 
19 Jan 81 p 7) 
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ARAB FUND TO HELP JEWS RETURN TO COUNTRY OF ORIGIN SUGGESTED 
Amman AL~DUSTUR in Arabic 26 Dec 80 p 12 
[Article: "Arab Fund to Encourage Emigration of Israelis") 


[Text] The emigration of Jews from occupied Palestine has become a serious problem 
for the Zionist entity, which was founded on the basis of gathering Jews from all 
parte of the world and settling them in the land of Palestine. There are reportedly 
a half million Israelis in the U.S. They hold Israeli citizenship, but have taken 
up residence and found jobs in American cities and no longer think of returning to 
Tel Aviv. Moreover, Jews coming out of the Soviet Union are going anywhere but 
occupied Palestine. 


It is estimated that by the end of this century the number of Arabs [in Israel) will 
surpass the number of Israelis. When this occurs, the Israeli entity will be trans- 
formed into a state with an Arab majority. It will be a far cry from the pure 
Jewish entity for which Zionist thinkers have planned since the beginning of this 
century. 


There are hundreds of kinds of Jews, including those who emigrated from the Arab 
states. These, along with the other Jews, had their hopes dashed when the falseness 
and allegations of Zionism became apparent to them. In all probability, most of 
these wish to flee the hell of the government in Tel Aviv and return to the countries 
from which they emigrated and in which they had lived as citizens with equal rights 
and obligations. 


To encourage these Jews to return, a bold joint Arab initiative should be put forward 
by the Arab League. Perhaps it would be most worthwile if this initiative were taken 
at an Arab summit conference, thus giving it greater effectiveness and credibility. 


The essential purpose of this initiative would be to direct a call to Arab Jews to 
return and resettle in their homelands, where they would be welcome. This appeal 
should be followed by the establishment of an Arab fund to provide every Jew who 
wishes to return to his original country with the material opportunity to resettle 
and begin life anew. 


8591 
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JORDAN 


SADAT'S ANXIETIES OVER SOVIET THREAT FROM AFGHANISTAN SCORNED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 28 Dec 80 pp 17, 18 
[Article by ‘Abd-al-Rahim ‘Umar: "Strange Zeal") 


[Text] As he celebrated his 62nd birthday a few days ago, President Sadat, surrounded 
by the lavish trappings of the occasion, stated that he was "ready to sell his clothes 
and those of his family to help the mujahidin in Afghanistan." Yesterday, on the 
occasion of the international day of solidarity with the Afghanistan revolution, 
President Sadat issued a call to the Arab and Islamic states to mobilize their forces 
and stand up against the Soviet Union and its forces in Afghanistan. 


Throughout the past year, the fervent president has eagerly sought every possible 
opportunity to warn against the Soviet threat emanating from Afghanistan. He used 
this threat as a pretext to summon American forces to Egypt and to offer the airfields, 
ports and entire soil of the ancient land of Egypt to whoever would take a lease on 
it for the purpose of protecting Egypt and other countries from the Soviet threat 
from Afghanistan. President Sadat has overlooked the fact that the southern border 
of the Soviet Union is closer to us than the border of Afghanistan. Moreover, the 
president, who so fervently advocates the idea of reestablishing foreign bases in 
the Arab countries, has been so excited as to forget that all the political glories 
he claims for himself rest on the fact that in his early youth he was one of those 
who fought the British presence in Egypt and that he commendably bore arms against 
the British bases in the canal zone. 


The soil of Egypt is dear to us, including the soil of Sinai. We cannot understand 
President Sadat's determination to push Egypt and the Arabs into any conflict, be it 
in Afghanistan or on the borders of the Sudan, which he is so vocally concerned about 
these days. Bearing in mind his ambition to recover Egyptian territory, which led 
the fervent president to sign a separate peace with Israel, we cannot make sense out 
of his searching for a conflict, wherever it may be, while he closes his eyes to 
[Israeli] occupation of the remainder of Sinai and of the Gaza Strip. 


It is not permissible to use concern for Afghanistan as a pretext to open our lands 
for reoccupation by the superpowers. Whether these lands are in Ra's Banas or in any 
other part of the Arab homeland, we must remember that they were liberated from 
foreign presence only after our nation sacrificed many martyrs to achieve this 

lofty national purpose. 


47 





Those who are being invited by President Sadat to bring their fleets and planes to 
protect the Gulf from the Soviet threat from Afghanistan, on the one hand, and to 

defend Islam and the Moslems in Afghanistan, on the other, support the aggressors 

against the sacred things of Islam and the Moslems in Palestine. President Sadat 

knows this better than anyone else. 


In fact, President Sadat has not made a single protest against what is happening to 
the Moslems in the Philippines, for example, Also, Sadat maintained silence with 
regard to what occurred in Uganda when Idi Amin's regime was toppled. This being 
so, why is it that Sadat is concerned about Islam in one particular case and uncon- 
cerned about it in many others? His purpose is not healthy, and it appears that the 
zeal he displays in behalf of Islam in Afghanistan is not for the sake of God. 
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MAURITANIA 


BRIEFS 


AMAR'S PROPOSED POLITICAL PARTY--Ismael Ould Amar, the first person to announce 
his intention to form a political party under the country's newly-proposed multi- 
party political system, has hailed the decision allowing him to do so as 
"undeniably reflecting the political aspirations of the people." Mr. Ould Amar, 

a former director of the National Industrial and Mining Company (SNIM), said in a 
communique that Mauritania would be able to renew “its traditions of a tolerance 
and liberalism which are vital for safeguarding its unity in diversity, restoring 
lost confidence and freeing energies..." "Future institutions will not be credi- 
ble unless they are democratically installed," Mr. Ould Amar declared, adding that 
particularly important was "respect for fundamental freedoms of expression, infor- 
mation and association." The decision by the ruling Military Committee of 
National Salvation to allow a multi-party political system is still to be submitted 
to a referendum whose date has not yet been fixed. The Committee has been in 
power since the July 1978 coup which overthrew President Mokhtar Ould Daddah. 

Mr. Ould Amar announced his decision to form a political party in March last year. 
[Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English 12 Jan 81 p 89] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


YAMANI PREDICTS DECLINE IN USSR'S INFLUENCE OVER ITS ALLIES 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 2 Feb 81 pp 1, 12 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


MINISTER EXPOUNDS ON TRADE POLICIES IN OPEN DISCUSSION 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 15 Dec 80 p 5 


[Article by Ahmad al-Mafluth: “The Minister of Commerce at the King Faysal Univer- 
sity in Al-Ihea': ‘Importation Bille to be Iesued Shortly'") 


[Text] The King Paysal University in Al<-Ihea’ is playing a growing role in the life 
of the area. Ite cultural activities are evident everywhere and it has been 
increasingly effective in helping to find some kind of relationship between the 
community in the area and the state authorities. As a result, many citizens have 
gained some knowledge about the work and functions of some of the state agencies. 
The open debates which the university has been organizing between members of the 
community and senior government officials provide a clear example of the university's 
role in that regard. About two weeks ago, the university invited his excellency 

Dr Soliman Solaim, the minister of commerce, to participate in an open debate held 
under the auspices of his highness Muhammad Ibn Fahd Ibn Jilwi, the amir of Al-Ihsa'. 
In this article, AL-RIYAD provides a full coverage of that important debate because 
it dealt with many issues that are of interest and concern to all citizens, 





After a recital from the Koran, the director of King Faysal University, Dr Muhammad 
Sa'id al-Qahtani, welcomed the amir of Al-Ihesa', the minister and the audience. He 
introduced the minister of commerce who then began the dialogue by making a brief 
address. He said: “Your highness and amir of Al-Ihea', your excellency the 
director of the university, your eminences, esteemed brethren: Allow me to express 
my deep thanks to King Faysal University which has given me the opportunity not only 
to break from the bustle of daily government work, but aleo of meeting you. I am 
overjoyed to be with you here and to return to the university campus--a place I had 
been used to as a former professor and a colleague of my brother Dr Muhammad al- 
Qahtani. I do not intend to make a speech or give a lecture in this dialogue, but 
I hope to listen to you rather than having you listen to me. I think this would be 
consistent with the instructions of his majesty the king which urge us to meet with 
citizens, listen to their views and pay attention to their affairs. 


Let me first set the scene for this dialogue by providing you with a glimpse of the 
Ministry of Commerce. When the Ministry of Commerce is mentioned, its name is 
associated with such words as prices, supplies and the availability of goods and 
commodities. But this is not the only concern of the ministry. There are other 
aspects to the role of the Ministry of Commerce. I believe that you will agree 
with me that over the past few years, the state has managed in its economic policies 
in general to overcome the problems of inflation and high prices. We all recall the 
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yeare 95-97 when we faced the problems of cement, sugar, flour and eo forth, ase well 
as high prices and a cycle of crises, If we take a look at our present situation, 
we will not find any trace of such problems, crises, or shortages; a fact that may 

be hard to recognize, The best example ie the experience of the past pilgrimage 
season, There was a combination of several factors in that season, First of all, 
we had about two million people in one spot, This coincided with the opening of 
achoole and the cancellation of school lunches, All this happened at a time when 
the area was going through circumstances that we all know. And yet we experienced 
no shortage in any commodity and there were no crises-<severe or not severe, That 
was, of course, thanks to God but aleo thanks to the policy which the state is 
adopting without giving up any of our principles which are based on the law of Islam 
which calle for free commerce without exploitation, cheating or monopoly, That policy 
has provided incentives for individuals to enable them to pursue commerce and make 

a living. The result of government subsidies is our ability today to buy basic 
commodities--I mean by that commodities that are part of our three daily meals, such 
as rice, sugar, edible oils and flour--we can buy these commodities today for prices 
that do not exceed the prices of 4 or 5 years ago. In many instances, today's 
prices are less than those of the past, This is a blessing for which we thank God. 
It is not an accidental blessing, however, but the result of massive state subsidies 
which take one of two forms: The state either pays the difference between the pur- 
chase prices of commodities and their prices in the kingdom or pays flat subsidies 
according to the weight of a product, as is done in the case of powdered milk. 
Incentives are also provided to increase the supply of certain commodities in the 
markets, such as frozen meats, 


We all know that several years ago we had a bread problem. Today, loans given to 
the private sector enabled the country to have automatic bakeries. Aid has been 
given «ven to semi-automatic bakeries, as we have seen in Al-Ihsa'. Incentives 
have also been provided to help buy cold storage facilities and land. The result 
of that is that supply has exceeded demand. All the things that I have mentioned 
were the result of providing incentives to the private sector because the state 
does not import anything. 


As a Ministry of Commerce, we import only through the private sector. We import 
cement and any other commodity through the private sector. Our role is that of 
oversight. When we detect any shortage or any problem in meeting the needs of the 
people, we make it easier for the private sector to import the commodities that are 
needed thru contacts and diplomatic channels, 


Now, all that was in reference to prices and the availability of commodities. As 
for the quality of commodities, we have special laboratories in which we inspect 
samples of imported products, especially food products, to insure that those do 
not include such prohibited things as pork and so forth, and are suitable for con- 
sumption and submit to the specifications of the Saudi Arabian Standards Speci- 
fications Authority international standards. These laboratories exist in Al- 
Dammam, Jiddah and Halat ‘Ammar. There are projects to build more laboratories, 
in addition to the central laboratory in Riyadh. 


As you know, the Ministry of Commerce registers companies of joint liabilities and 
other types of companies, even individual business ventures. It also rune the 
Israel Boycott Office in cooperation with the Arab states and implements the boycott 
of Israeli goods. It also cooperates with the Central Israel Boycott Office in 
Damascus. 
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The ministry plays a major role in settling commercial disputes through ite legal 
office, And as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Silos Bureau, the 
minister of commerce supervises that office whose task is to secure adequate 
strategic etockpiles of wheat in the kingdom, As you know, there are now such pro- 
grame in Al-Dammam, Jiddah, Riyadh and al-Queaym. A program ie underway in Khamie 
Mushayt, and there are plane to carry out euch programe in other areas such as 

Jizan and the north. These projects now cover most of the kingdom's needs, Wheat 
is being imported and stored in silos, Mille grind it and the flour is then die- 
tributed in the markets for the use of bakeries and for local consumption, The bran 
is used as livestock feed, Silos buy locally-produced wheat at concessionary prices 
and estore it, This policy has led to a doubling of local production in 3 

successive years. When the project was first put into effect, we bought 17,000 tons 
from local farms. A year later, we bought 34,000 tone and the year after that 
65,000 tone. 


Furthermore, the minister of commerce is the chairman of the Saudi Authority for 
Specifications and Standards which represents various agencies of the government, 
The Authority sete the specifications to which importers have to submit. Border 
pointe are aleo instructed to enforce those standards, Although there is no need to 
tell you about these specifications in details, however, let me give you an example, 
It has become evident that some imported poultry carries amounts of water that may 
be as much as 15 percent. Some importing merchants protested which led the govern- 
ment to issue new specifications restricting the water content to a maximum of 5 
percent. Another example: We have all been complaining that light bulbs burn out 
quickly. This is of course due to electric oscillation and the small amount of 
phosphorescence in the bulb. The Authority set new specifications which would 
increase the capacity of an electric bulb. All these things, whether related to 
foodstuffs, or the instruments and utilities which we use, affect our lives. 


Well, these are passing remarks about the Ministry of Commerce. I welcome your 
questions with regard to the ministry or anything else. I can also pase on your 
questions and convey your concerns to my colleagues in the government." 


The open-question period was then opened to male and female students of the univer- 
sity and a large number of citizens who live in the region. 


Al-Ihea' Dates and Marketing Problems 


A citizen asked the following question: "Your excellency, you know that Al-Ihsa' 
produces dates and that farmers depend on date farming to a large extent. Dates 
are among crops which have decreased in production because of a difference in the 
cost and sale prices. Some farmers do not even bother to pick the dates from the 
palm trees because their sale price is less than their picking and packing cost in 
addition to yearly expenditures. Since the ministries of commerce and agriculture 
are primarily responsible for setting the right prices in order to maintain pro- 
duction, why are they not cooperating in this field?" 


The minister anewered: "In fact, we are aware that dates are the major produce of 
Al-Ihea', as you have mentioned. Incidentally, we were talking with his highness 

the amir of Al-Ihsa’ about this very subject tonight. We were saying that the life 
of this region depends on dates and natural beauty after God. Dates are important 
to us. We realize the distress which overcomes every citizen in this area when he 
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sees palm trees cut down and the palm groves gone, Actually, there are some suggesced 
solutions, but I do not want to preempt my colleague the minister of agriculture, his 
excellency Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman Al al-Shaykh, because I understand that he will meet you 
in a forthcoming open dialogue, But I believe that some suggestions are being con- 
sidered, We were talking with Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman Sabah today about thie very subject 
and he will discuss that with you. One of the things which will encourage farmers 

to continue to raise dates is to use dates as aid in kind to some states. This means 
that we would have to buy the dates from farmers, Of course, as a minister of 
commerce, I stipulated that the purchase and export of dates will not be done in 

such @& way 48 to increase prices here, but that we should export dates which are in 
surplus or which are not favored by local consumers. We could do this in the same 
manner which is applied by silos when they buy local wheat," 


Another citizen asked: "One of the famous products of Al-Ihea' is the Ihea' rice, 
Today, that rice is sold for 4 to 5 riale per kg. We do not know whether this is 
due to the farmers or the merchants. 


The minister said in reply: "This indicates the shortage in this kind of rice. We 
in the Ministry of Commerce pay subsidies to support the prices of imported rice, 
which is either American, Indian, Pakietani or Siamese rice, We supported the price 
of Siamese rice because it was favored by the nomads. But now they have switched to 
American rice because it is better than the Siamese brand. It is a question of 
supply and demand. Al-Ihsa' produces emall quantities of its brand of rice, and 
because some people prefer that kind of rice, its price went up. If that rice is 
produced in larger quantities, ite price will go down, But I do not think that we 
have a serious problem here because there are substitutes to the rice produced by 
Al-Ihea'. Again, this would depend on supply and demand." 


Hotel Services Develop 


A student asked: “It is noticed that the state pays great attention to the hotel 
industry. What steps have been taken to develop that industry. Will new hotels or 
companies be established in the future?" 


The minister answered: "This is a matter that interests the Ministry of Commerce. 
In the year 95 Hejira, a special bureau was set up responsible for hotel affairs. 

It immediately began to draw up a plan for hotels, in which it surveyed the existing 
hotels and classified them into various classes--deluxe, first class, second class 
and third class. It has also tried to design a growth plan for the future, in the 
5-year plans, and coordinate efforts with the ministry of finance to provide a set 
of incentives by providing loans, and with the local municipalities to make lands 
available for building hotels. We all know that in the year 96 H hotels were over- 
crowded because there were not enough rooms, But the situation has changed now, 
especially in the eastern region. I do not know the situation in Al-Ihsa', but in 
Al-Khubar and Al-Dammam, the supply in terms of rooms has exceeded demand. This in 
turn has led to better service, to the point where hotels now receive their customers 
at the airport and provide them with such services as telex, transportation and 
other services and amenities. When we determined the classification of hotels and 
set the prices, we made sure that the prices would be rewarding to hotel owners. 
Those prices were high at the time. Our aim was to encourage investment in hotel 
building and the hotel industry as a whole. The prices are still the same, We 

have managed to maintain work in that area as well as maintain the same prices for 
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4 years, The hotels' bureau in the Ministry of Commerce welcomes any information or 
suggestions, We advise those investors who wish to invest their money in the hotel 
industry to first determine what clases hotel they want to build, and the location of 
that hotel and so forth according to the region's need, As I said, we in the hotels 
bureau welcome any inquiries from any citizen and will answer them and provide any 
necessary information free of charge," 


An owner of a commercial interest asked; "Your highness, centralization in securing 
the needs of the government agencies has deprived our local markets of state purchases, 
Is there a way in which the benefits of such purchases can be spread out throughout 

the country?" 


The minister replied: "There is no centralization, The Ministry of Finance does 

not procure the needs of the government agencies. Rather, each agency procures its 
own needs in accordance, of course, with certain regulations which are applied by all 
agencies and which are designed to insure quality. The state prefers and favors 
local industry even if its prices are 10 percent more than imports. Saudi busi- 
nessmen should introduce himself and make his business and capabilities known to 

the government agencies, The market is there, and we have a system of free trade, 
All the private sector has to do is make the necessary contacts and, supply the 
goods and other services which are required by those agencies, Incidentally, a 
chamber of commerce and industry will be established in Al-Ihsa' at the request of 

a large number of merchants, The request is on its way to the cabinet. That chamber 
will be of help to the private sector in this area. There will also be coordination 
with the chambers of commerce in Riyadh, Al-Dammam and Jiddah, or any other place." 


After that, the imam of the Faysal Ibn Turki mosque in Al-Ihsa', Shaykh Muhammad 

Ibn al-Shaykh ‘Abdullah al-Mubarak, welcomed the minister and referred to the earlier 
question about the rice which is grown in Al-Ihsa’ and ennumerated the various 
characteristics of that rice. The minister commented jokingly: "After all this 
publicity, the price of this kind of rice will shoot up to 60 rials per kgm." 
Laughter broke out in the hall, 


Special Import Bills 


AL-RIYAD asked the minister to comment on the ministry's position with regard to a 
common practice among some car dealers and importers, whereby some dealers would 
warn citizens in their advertisements against buying cars from other importers, 


The min‘ster replied: "Actually, we face the problem of whether we should restrict 
car imports to dealers and thereby promote monopoly and risk the grumbling of citizens 
and perhaps higher prices. In the end, special bills and regulations about impor- 
tation were prepared and they will be issued shortly, God willing. The bills 

provide that a car dealer should be responsible for the availability of spare parts 
and for offering maintenance services and other matters that concern citizens." 


In his reply, the minister noted that the gasoline we use in our country contains 
lead, and that there is no possibility of producing lead-free gas. He said: "Most 
of the cars which are imported into the kingdom by dealers or importers use that 
kind of gas. Some dealers have warned against importing cars that cannot use leaded 
gas in general." 
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Someone asked the following question; "The directors of some regional offices in 
the Minietry of Commerce do not have the authority or power to penalize those greedy 
and exploitative merchants, This enables those merchants to persiet in their greedy 
and exploitative actions with impunity," 


The minister said in reply: "Regional offices have specific powers, and that 
includes the regional offices of the Ministry of Commerce. But the Ministry of 
Commerce does not operate alone, It must cooperate and work in conjunction with 
municipalities, emirates, and the ministries of health and agriculture. The 
regional offices try their best to deal with the problema that face them, counting 
on the awareness and response of the consumer, They have the authority to 
cooperate with the regional offices of the other ministries. If a certain regional 
office finds it necessary to have special powers, it can discuss thie with the 
ministry." 


Continuous Followup of Imported Goods 


There were questions from female students in the home economics school, One 
student asked the following: "Your excellency, national industry in our country is 
still growing. There is an industry--or more appropriately, handiwork done by 
women, Why does not the ministry encourage such pursuits and industries, and why 
does it not cooperate with technical institutes in promoting an already existing 
national industry, so as to lessen the need for foreign dresemakers and garment 
workers?" 


After lauding the spirit expressed by the student, the minister said: "The ministry 
is prepared to buy such products and exhibit them abroad through Saudi exhibits in 
other countries," 


Another female student asked the minister about imported food products which are 
spotchecked for quality after they are imported. She said: “Is there a system of 
inspecting samples of these foods after they are placed in the markets, whereby 
samples are periodically inspected in quality-control laboratories while the goods 
are in the markets?" 


The minister said: "This is an excellent question. There is in fact a system of 
following up such samples. The ministry and its laboratories perform their role 
when the goods are imported. We receive samples that do not carry brand names, but 
just numbers. After we inspect them, we return them to the customs after having 
either passed them or rejected them. When and if these goods are placed in the 
market, the matter becomes in the hands of the municipalities. Now and then, we 
read in the papers about measures that are taken in some depots or stores by 
municipal and other authorities. These measures are supported by the ministries 
of commerce and health. I would like to mention here that the standards authority 
has specified some time ago that the date of production and the date of expiration 
should be stamped on foodstuffs. It then becomes the role of the consumer to 
verify that those specifications and standards are met." 


A female student remarked that quite often some imported food cans do not carry a 
packing and expiration date. The minister replied: "I think that I have answered 
that question. There are certain goods which should carry that kind of information 
as you must have noticed in stores and groceries." 
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Deterrence of Pricing Violators 


A female student asked; “We all know that the Ministry of Commerce sete a pricing 
list for a number of raw materiale, However, it can be seen that merchants do not 
comply with that list. Why do not the competent authorities monitor the merchante 
and deter their greediness’?" 


The minister said: “The priced items are known and apecified, They include supply 
goods, such ae rice, milk, meate and oils. There are also atrategic goods which 
are not subsidized but are subject nevertheless to fixed prices. These include 
cement and certain cheeses. Of course, if we know of any violations, we will deter 
the offenders because we have warned against violations and, fixed the prices, and 
because the estate takes part in marketing those commodities." 


A citizen wondered why some hotele and establishments carry foreign names, The 
minister said: "We alwaye try to maintain Arabic names. But in some cases, there 
is little we can do. For example, we cannot change the name of the Intercontinental 
Hotel or the Marriott Hotel or any other such international name. But we were able 
to add some Arabic names to them. And 30 we have Al-Riyadh Intercontinental and 

so forth, With regard to [local] establishments, we draw their attention and warn 
them from the very beginning. If they fail to comply with our instructions, we blot 
out the foreign name or names with white paint and ask them to use Arabic names 
instead. All this, of course, requires the awareness of the merchant or businessman," 
The minister was also asked why are Saudi investors not allowed to invest their 

money abroad. The minister said: "We do not encourage Saudi investors to invest 
abroad, but we do not prevent them from doing so. They are free to invest their 
money abroad. Our needs in the kingdom are not so large as to be compared to world 
needs. We are able to provide the food needs of Saudi citizens from foreign sources. 
The private sector in our country has acquired the experience that enables it to 
secure such needs from abroad." 


Someone posed the following question: "It has been noticed that citizens have been 
recently buying a kind of flour imported from Kuwait and the UAE, whereas the same 
kind of flour is available from Saudi sources. Why is that?" 


The minister replied: "This has actually happened. After a lengthy study, we found 
out that we extract flour from wheat to a degree of 92 percent, whereas flour is 
extracted from wheat to a degree of 95 percent in Kuwait and the UAE. So we have 
changed our methods to make our extraction percentage equal to that existing there. 
I have recently visited the grain silos and mills in the eastern region, when his 
majesty the king, toured the region, and I was informed by the management of the 
silos and the mills that citizens and consumers are now buying their flour in 
greater and greater numbers." 
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NEW JIDDAH AIRPORT TO OPEN 19 APRIL 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 31 Jan 81 p 3 


[Article by Javid Hassan] 
{Text } 


JEDDAH, Jan. 10 — The King Abdul 
Aziz International Airpot is all set for April 
19, when the 105 sq. km complex will be open 
to air traffic, according to ai officials. 

A visit to the airport site, ted 25 km 
from the city provided a glimpse of the hectic 
construction activity that 1s going on. Nearly 
11,000 workers from 35 countries are toiling 
day and night to complete the SR 15 billion 
-— the first phase of which is almost 
ready. 

This includes two commercial airline ter- 
minals, the Hay terminal (which will be com- 
pleted in time for this year’s Haj season), a 
royal pavilion for use by the King, overhaul 
hangar, air cargo terminal, control tower, 
desalination plant and other support 
facilities. 

Two parallel runways, one 3,300 meters 
(10,890 feet) and the other 3,800 meters 
(12,540 feet) long, have been completed. A 
third runway, for use by the Royal Saudi Air 
Force, is being designed. These will accom- 
modate some 44 aircraft, ranging from the 
Boeing 747 to the Boeing 737 


Extensive parking facilities have been pro- 
vided at the airport, said to be twice as big as 
New York's Manhattan island. The new Jed- 
dah facility will replace the much smaller air- 
— in the city, currently served by 41 air- 

ines, including Saudia, the national flag car- 
rier of the Kingdom. 


Projections for the new airport envisage 
traffic of 8.6 million passengers by 1985 and 
10 million by 2000. south and north ter- 
minals, already constructed, have been 

to handle 3,600 and 2,500 passen- 
gers per hour, respectively. The south termi- 


Everything im the oirport is automatic, 
mecluding the fire protection system. 


An overhead self-regulating system dis- 

water from a one- million gallon tank. 

This is backed up by sprinkler and foam sys- 
tems. 


The new airport boasts a number of super- 
latives to its credit. For instance, it has the 
largest airfreight handling structure in the 
Middle East, with a capacity for 150,000 
metric tons of t a year. The air cargo 
termimal will be able to accommodate seven 

ing 747 jet freighters on its and a 


parking capacity for 250 trucks 
and 350 automobues. 


Another i structure is the royal 
reception for the exclusive use of 
King Khaled and his guests, inc! visiting 


It has a 10,000 square mieter parade 
ground alongside which aircraft will park to 
hall and two conference rooms, the royal 
pavilion is also equipped with a press room 


for the use of 100 newsmen. 
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The Haj terminal, which spreads over an 
area of | S sq. km, is another attraction of the 
airport, Consi of two identical buildings, 
each with a of five modules, it can 
accommodate 80,000 pilgrims during the 
peak Haj period. 


Pd Ay agelbe Belly tly 
fabric roof (510 sq. meters or 5,000 sq. ft.) of 


fiberglass material coated with teflon to help 
reflect heat, and control the temperature 
inside, The terminal is said to be larger than 
the U.S. Defense rtment’s Pentagon, 


the world’s largest building 


A noval feature of the fibreglass fabric root 
will be 1. obility to permit shadowless natural 


light | through, eliminating the need 
for day oan, night spotlights will 
shine ducctly on fabric roof, creating a 


moonlight effect underneath, Traverlers 
from the aircraft will thus enjoy a breath- 
taking spectacle of a soft, golden glow. 


Placement of the terminal roof began last 
year However, a portion of the terminal 
complex will be ready by September. 


Meanwhile, extensive landscaping is in full 
swing around the airport as part of an ecolog- 
ical plan to check soil erosion. Some 72,000 
trees and more than 2.5 million other plants 
are being grown around the airport to create 
a welcoming ambience for the Hajis. 


CSO: 4820 
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SUDAN 


CABINET APPROVES INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ACCORDS 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 15 Dec 80 p 1 


[Article: "Approval of Four Cooperative Accords in the Cabinet Session Presided 
Over by Numayri Yesterday: $100 Million From Abu Dhabi to Finance Part of the New 
Khartoum Airport Project") 


[Text] The regular meeting of the Cabinet was held at 10 a.m. yesterday under the 
chairmanship of the President of the Republic, Ja'far Muhammad Numayri. The 

Cabinet session yesterday was especially concerned with the approval of four inter- 
national accords; three of which are for cooperation between the Democratic Republic 
of Sudan and the Republic of Finland. They are: the first, for economic, industrial, 
and technological cooperation; the second, for cooperation in the field of promoting 
economic and social development between both countries with the aim of doing a study 
of electricity in rural areas in New Halfa as well as extending electricity to the 
White Nile pumping project; and the third, cooperation between Sudan and Finland for 
the study and improvement of roads and maintenance of government motor vehicles in 
Sudan, 


These three accords serve to deepen bilateral relations between the Democratic 
Republic of Sudan and the Republic of Finland. 


The fourth accord is for a loan from the government of Abu Dhabi in the amount of 
$100 million to be used for the financing of part of the total cost of financing the 
new Khartoum International airport project. This project will include modern instal- 
lations and equipment, and aviation apparatus and other radio communications equip- 
ment for air traffic. 


The new Khartoum International airport project--which is expected to be completed 
in 5 years--comes in response to the increase in air transport traffic in Sudan as 
well as the growing need that accompanies the development of Sudan's potential in 
the field of aviation. The Cabinet has already agreed in principle on these four 
international accords in preparation for introducing them to the parliament. 


The Cabinet also took up the subject of the trade protocol between Sudan and the 
People's Republic of China for 1980-81, under the terms of which the government of 
Sudan is pledged to import goods from PRC worth $48 million. For its part the PRC 
is committed to importing the same amount of Sudanese goods. This accord will ful- 
fill the desire of both friendly countries to support trade cooperation between them. 
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At the end of the session, the Cabinet listened to an oral report from ‘Izz-al-Din 
Hamid, the minister of Industry, about the results of his recent visit to the 
Federal Republic of Germany during which he held talks with German international 
development organizations and a number of economic organizations. These talks con- 
centrated on the possibility of rallying the help of these agencies, especially in 
the area of improving the flow of payments for the Sudanese sugar industry. 


Likewise the Cabinet listened to an oral report from Dr Muhammad 'Uthman Abu-Saq, 
minister of State for Culture and Education, about the results of his visit to 


India, and about what progress he has made i establishing an information institute 
in Sudan, 
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SUDAN 


KHALIL'S CULTURAL AWARENESS PROGRAM IN MILITARY PRAISED 
Khartoum AL~AYYAM in Arabic 24 Dec 80 p 1 
(Editorial: "Yes to the Experiment in Self-Awareness in the Armed Forces") 


[Text] The day before yesterday in a speech to a graduation celebration for the 
ninth class of the Military Staff and Officers’ College, ‘Abd-al-Majid (Khalil) 
explained the new directives that aim at indoctrinating the Sudanese military in 
its national values and cultural roots, so that it can perform its noble duties of 
protecting the homeland, defending its cultural achievements, and preserving its 
national independence and unity. 


In fact, this experiment in enculturation is not strange, nor has it sprouted out 
of an Islamic doctrinal context, which has been presented by President Ja'far 
Muhammad Numayri. Rather, it has taken from the list of priorities a position of 
precedence by virtue of the leadership role of the armed forces, as well as its 
position in politics and national development. Its precedence is also derived from 
the President's role, as supreme commander of the armed forces, also leader of the 
Islamic way. 


Perhaps the great step that has been taken by the military command to arabicize the 
curriculum at the Stafford Officers College proves the sincerity of its intentions 
to carry out this enculturation process based on Islamic doctrinal principles. 


There is tremendous significance in the fact that the military officers completed 
their studies in Arabic in view of the fact that accomplishing this--and in record 
time--is an example and model for other instructional institutions, especially the 
University of Khartoum whose attempts to arabicize its curriculum, despite great 
efforts, are still encountering serious obstacles, Furthermore the arabization of 
the college's curriculum is the first step and the basic key toward building a 
dedicated military (see note) that expresses the essence of the Islamic movement. 


A dedicated military that is devoted to the Islamic way has already borne sound 
fruit in Sudanese history as manifested in the daring of the troops of the Sannari 
alliance and by the battalions of the Mahdi's revolution. 


The type of philosophy of right-guided leadership and the Islamic way which the 
President has proposed is a green light for the Sudanese military to move in the 
direction of the fundamental sources that will make soldiering the noblest profession 
history has known. 
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Perhaps the introduction with which the lst Vice President opened his speech points 
to these concepts. We hope that the Staff College and Military Academy can offer 
us full indoctrination in a military creed that will comply completely with the 
call for right-guided leadership and the Islamic way and will serve as a model 
among Arab and Islamic states and as a focal point for our Arab and Muslim brothers. 


Perhaps this cultural selfawareness had already begun to penetrate our forces some- 
time ago, as witnessed in the chapels that have begun to be organized in the barracks, 
holy Koran festivals, and commemoratory celebrations of religious battles, This 
should lead to an Islamic library which would make Islamic books available to every- 
one, 


What is doubly encouraging is that this cultural model was not achieved at the 
expense of the military's standards of education or technology, since study at the 
Staff and Officers' College is conducted according to the latest international 
standards and with perfect comprehension by the students. 


The lst Vice President delivered more good news to the people of Sudan, saying that 
next year will see a qualitative and quantitative increase in the cultural indoctri- 
nation program for there will be 100 students, 


In closing, our congratulations to the new graduates, The homeland looks ever up to 
them for their unstinting accomplishments in the direction of a dedicated military. 


We pray God that this may succeed and prosper. 


9587 
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AGREEMENT ON SAWAKIN PORT SIGNED 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 12 Dec 80 p 1 


[Article: "Signing of an Agreement to Begin Work on the New Sawakin Port at the End 
of This Month; Project To Cost 600 Million Marke; Completion of First Phase by the 
End of 1983") 


(Text) During the last week of this month, the Seaports Authority will sign an 
agreement with the West German company Rhine-Ruhr to begin work on the new Sawakin 
port project. The project will cost 600 million marks, including 300 million marke 
from the Federal Republic of Germany and 100 million marks from the local component. 
The total cost of the project will be $350 million. 


This announcement was made to AL~AYYAM by Mr Hasan Ahmad Husayn, general director 
for new projects for the Seaports Authority. He explained that this phase will 
include construction of two terminals for container vessels, one terminal for roll- 
on vessels with tonnages up to 50,000 tons, a fourth terminal for petroleum products, 
and a number of warehouses, wharves and offices. The project will be completed at 
the end of 1983 and will have a capacity of around 1 million tons annually in the 
first phase. 


The director of new projects of the Seaports Authority also commented on the study 
concerning the revitalization of the old Sawakin port which is currently being con- 
ducted by the Italian consulting firm (Poulanka) with financing from the EEC. He 
said that the purpose of this study is to produce a report within the next 18 months 
on the possibility of reestablishing a coastal port with an annual capacity of 1 
million tons and a capability of accommodating approximately 14 small ships. The 
port would handle vessels from the Gulf states and ports on the Red Sea which 
presently utilize Port Sudan, thus relieving the congestion at Port Sudan while at 
the same time revitalizing the old city of Sawakin. The report will also look at 
methods of stimulating tourism opportunities, increasing fishing activity, reviving 
the emall ship industry, and reinstituting the rail link which formerly connected 
Sawakin with Port Sudan and other areas of the country through the Salum Station 
junction, which is located 45 kilometers from Sawakin. At the conclusion of his 
statement to AL~AYYAM, Hasan Ahmad asserted that the EEC states have pledged to 
provide complete financing for this project after completion of the study. 
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SUDAN 


GASOLINE PUMPED FROM PORT SUDAN TO KHARTOUM 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 19 Dec 80 p 1 


[Article by Ieamah Sayyid: “Experiment Aimed at Pumping Gasoline Through O11 Lines 
Successful; Test Involved 4,800 Cubic Meters and Pumping Rate of 45 Cubic Meters Per 
Hour") 


[Text] A test aimed at pumping gasoline from Port Sudan to Khartoum through oil pipe- 
lines for the first time has been carried out succesafully. The fuel had reached 
pipeline storage tanks in al-Shajrah by 0900 two days ago and the delivery of 4,800 
cubic meters will be completed by tomorrow evening. This fuel includes 1.3 million 
gallons of gasoline and 1,000 cubic meters of kerosene. 


In an exclusive interview with AL~AYYAM yesterday, Minister of Energy and Mining Dr 
Sharif al-Tuhami said that the test aimed at pumping gasoline through the pipeline 
began at 2200 on 27 November with the pumping of 5,800 cubic meters of gasoline. 


This test, which gives the pipeline a real economic dimension for the first time, 
followed in the wake of careful studies and fundamental modifications aimed at 
raising the line's productive capacity from 45 to 100 cubic meters per hour, thus 
bringing it up to maximum pumping capacity and giving it the capability to handle 
the largest possible variety of materials. 


The minister said: "The pumping capacity from the pipeline to the storage tanks in 
al-Shajrah reached 77 percent in yesterday's test after we had successfully overcome 
operational, administrative, and control problems through the joint efforts made by 
engineers of the French company CFB, the German company Siemens, and the Pipe 
Organization." 


The minister added: 


“The success that has been achieved proves the practicability of the pipeline and 
its capability of pumping gasoline, kerosene, and jet fuels. This requires that a 
programming schedule be prepared for the line, especially since the pumping plan for 
the line aims at achieving a pumping rate of 100 cubic meters per hour during the 
coming month.” 


He added: "Starting today gasoline will be transported from the storage tanks in 
al-Shajrah to the companies’ storage facilities in accordance with the allotment 
plan approved previously. They are currently involved in formulating a new strategy 
to supply the provinces with their oil needs within a framework of tight control in 
distribution in order to regulate public oil consumption, especially the consumption 
of gasoline." 
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BRIEFS 


SAUDI FUNDING FOR SAWAKIN--AL~AYYAM has learned that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is 
investing the equivalent of 300 million German marke in a project involving the con- 
struction of the new Sawakin port. The implementation agreement for this project, 
which will cost a total of 600 million German marks, will be signed with the West 
German company Rhine-Ruhr during the last week of this month. The Government of 

the Federal Republic of Germany will invest 200 million marks in thie project and 
the Government of Sudan will provide a financial component of 100 million German 
marke. [Text] [Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 15 Dec 80 p 1) 8591 


TUNGSTEN MINING--Minister of Energy and Mining Dr Sharif al-Tuhami has informed AlL- 
AYYAM that tremendous progress has been made recently in studies pertaining to 
tungsten discovered in the Darib area of eastern Sudan. The minister of energy and 
mining expressed his hope that tungsten mining operations can begin on an experi- 
mental basis shortly before the end of next year. In his statement to AL~AYYAM, Dr 
al-Tuhami sts ed that it has now become a certainty that a tripartite company 
representing .udan, Saudi Arabia and France will be formed in the future of mine 
tungsten, It should also be pointed out that tungeten is one of the rarest metals 
on earth and is a key ingredient in the manufacture of steele used for various 
industrial purposes. [Text] [Khartoum AL~AYYAM in Arabic 25 Dec 80 p 1) 8591 


CORN STOCKPILING--In coming days, the Sudan Agricultural Bank under the guidance of 
the Ministry of Finance and National Economy will begin purchasing 200,000 tons of 
corn to constitute the country's strategic corn stockpile for the new year. The 
Ministry of Finance and National Economy has recently distributed all the country's 
strategic corn stockpile, totaling 100,000 tons, to various parts of Sudan. An 
official source in the Ministry of Finance and National Economy explained to AL- 
AYYAM that the ministry's move to increase the strategic corn reserves for the new 
year was prompted by the elevated corn prices which occur during some periods of the 
year. The source stated to AL-AYYAM that the ministry has received no reports from 
any province of Sudan during the recent period indicating a corn shortage. This 
indicates that all the needs of the provinces have been completely met by the new 
harvest. [Texc] [Khartoum AL~AYYAM in Arabic 25 Dec 80 p 1] 8591 


FERTILIZER PURCHASES--Minister of Finance and National Economy Badr al-Din Sulayman 
has announced to AL~AYYAM that his ministry has signed a contract with the Kuwaiti 
Petrochemicals Company to supply Sudan with 150,000 tons of urea fertilizer. The 
. deal will be financed by the Islamic Bank and the Kuwaiti Contracting, Trade and 
Foreign Investments Company. The fertilizer will be shipped during the period from 
January to June 1981. The minister explained that this fertilizer will be utilized 
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during the next agricultural season. He indicated that it will provide more than 75 
percent of the needs of the country's public agricultural sector. The minister added 
that the price of urea fertiliser te increasing eteadily, with one ton now costing 
over $300, This is due to repeated increases in the price of ofl and the entry of 
Iraq, tran and Poland into the market as buyers of this commodity. Until recently, 
these states were exporters of urea fertilizer. It should also be noted that a 
delegation from the Ministry of Finance and National Economy led by the undersecretary 
completed the necessary procedures pertaining to the contract with the company in 
Kuwait laet week, [Text] [Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 25 Dec 80 p 1) 8591 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


FIRM STANCE AGAINST SOVIET PRESENCE IN ADEN ADMONISHED 
Muscat AL-WATAN in Arabic 26 Jan 81 p 4 
{[Editorial: "A Call to All Arab Brothers") 


{[Text) The ruling regime of Aden continues to carry out maneuvers to deceive the 
Arab countries, particularly the countries of the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula, 
into thinking that Aden is making an appreciable change and pursuing a moderate 
policy. These maneuvers are sometimes embodied in achieving national unity, 
sometimes in achieving unification of the Yemens, and sometimes in misleading 
other Arab countries into thinking that communism is disappearing and that the 
present regime is trying to get out of the Russian orbit. These efforts are 
merely attempts to stupefy (the people) and usurp wealth, since this governnent 
continues to oppose everything national and pan-Arab and is still pursuing a 
policy of subordination to the Soviets and acting as agents for them. It is 
worth mentioning that these Soviet-supported attempts are obvious and well-known 
since this regime wants nothing less than to topple the existing governments in 
the Gulf and the Arabian Peninsula and to replace them with communist regimes. 


‘Ali Nasir has confirmed that relations between South Yemen and the Soviet Union 
are strategic and fundamental and based on complete satisfaction with scientific 
socialist ideas. This confirmation doubtlessly indicates that there are prepara- 
tions afoot between Moscow and Aden toward the region and that there will be 
dangerous future developments if the Arab leaders in the region do not agree 
quickly to confront this danger before it gets out of control. 


Successive developments and events in South Yemen will certainly have multiple 
repercussions on the countries of the area. 


In encouraging and pushing South Yemen to work against the Gulf countries, the 
Soviet Union aims to establish communist regimes and plans a wide-range terrorist 
strategy. 


The governing regime in Aden until now has not given any indication which con- 
firms its intention to remove itself from the sphere of Soviet domination or to 
achieve national unity, and it has left the unity of the two Yemens in a state 
of limbo, whereas the rest of the Arab countries, especially those in the Gulf 
and the Arabian Peninsula, have taken warning from the deceptive Russian designs 
which the government of Aden has used to its own advantage. 
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The unfortunate thing is that we find the noble opposition is without real sup- 
port which would enable it to continue its efforts to get rid of the common 
enemy. It would be most appropriate for all countries with extensive capabilities 
to direct their sincere and speedy support to the people of South Yemen who are 
struggling heroically. We call for setting up an integrated Arab strategy 
responsible for offering support on all sides to battle Soviet expansion. The 
sons of South Yemen will not be successful or effective in any endeavor as long 
as they are not offered Arab support. We want every Arab country to participate 
in the belief that the Yemen issue is a pan-Arab issue. Whoever thinks that the 
Soviet conspiracy will stop at the border of Aden or San'a' is dead wrong. Yemen 
is only a bridge to cross into the wealthy Arab regions, and the Soviet need to 
plunder this wealth is increasing day by day. 


We wonder if our Arab brothers will take heed before it's too late. We hope so. 


CSO: 4802 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 


PRIVATE SECTOR TO RECEIVE GOVERNMENT AID 
Muscat "'UMAN in Arabic 25 Dec 80 p 1 
[Article: "205 Million Riyals To Encourage Private Sector") 


[Text] Extensive assistance will be given to projects in the provinces and outlying 
districts. 


On the basis of directives given by Hie Exalted Majesty Sultan Qabus ibn Sa'id in 
his desire to encourage the private sector to contribute its part tow 4 rounding 
out the economic infrastructure, to set the groundwork for establishing new 
national industries, and to expand the quantity and variety of existing industries, 
205 million riyals have been earmarked for support of the private sector during the 
second 5-year plan. 


Muhammad Bashir ‘Uthman, director general of the Oman Development Bank, announced 
that the rightly-guided government had allocated 20 million riyals in assistance for 
the bank over the next 5 years. 


In a private talk with an ‘UMAN reporter, he said that the Development Bank had 
allocated approximately 50 million riyals for loans to new projects to be undertaken 
during the second 5-year plan. 


Bashir ‘Uthman added that the private sector, which will benefit from this govern- 
ment assistance, is expected to contribute approximately 100 million riyals. 


It should be noted that last November His Exalted Majesty Sultan Qabus issued a 
royal decree ordering 135 million riyals of investment funds in the second 5-year 
plan to be allocated for private sector assistance interest-free to encourage the 
citizens to embark on new production projects and continue with current ones, and 
to increase productivity. 


With reference to the bank's activities during the current year, the director 
general of the Oman Development Bank said that the bank had extended a total of 30 
loans with a total value of 7.5 million riyals. 


In order to encourage the undertaking of new projects in the provinces and outlying 
districts the bank has decided to offer loans for such projects at an interest rate 
2 percentage points lower than that for projects to be undertaken in the capital. 


70 








The director general said that the interest rate for agricultural projects in the 
provinces would be 4 percent inetead of the 6 percent in the past. 


The interest rate for industrial projects will be 6 percent instead of the 8 percent 
in the past. 


Bashir ‘Uthman added that the bank had helped to finance several important projects, 
among them ice manufacturing plante in five provinces, a plant for producing animal 
fodder, and the Oman flour mille. 


The bank has also helped to modernize and expand the printing presses in operation 
in the sultanate, as well as a ready-made clothing project, soft drink projects, a 
sponge factory, a dye factory, a furniture factory, a vegetable of] processing 
plant, a plastic pipe and asbestos factory, chicken and egg-production farms, live- 
stock farms, and the gas, tile and marble industries, 


9123 
CSO: 4802 


71 





SULTANATE OF OMAN 


FUNDS ALLOCATED TO DEVELOP WATER RESOURCES 
Muscat 'UMAN in Arabic 28 Dec 80 p 1 


[Article: "22 Million Riyals For Overhauling Canals and Wells: A Comprehensive 
Study For the Regions Most Seriously Affected By Drought") 


[Text] In compliance with the royal directives of His Exalted Majesty Sultan Qabus 
on the necessity of devoting attention to streams and wells as sources of water for 
irrigation which can be used in parts of the sultanate, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries has been granted 22.24 million riyals in the second 5-year plan to fund 
the overhauling of canals and wells. 


This was announced by Ahmad Salim al-Shanfari, director general of water resources 
and irrigation in the Ministry of Agriculture, who also said that this year the 
ministry had spent only 2 million Omani riyals on the overhaul and renovation of 
canals and wells within the framework of the first 5-year plan, while at the start 
of the plan in 1975 it had spent about 400,000 riyals. 


In a statement to an ‘UMAN reporter Ahmad al-Shanfari noted that His Excellency ‘Abd- 
al-Hafiz Salim Rajab, the minister of agriculture and fisheries, had ordered that a 
committee be formed to carry out a comprehensive study of the regions most seriously 
affected by drought, which would include field visits by the committee to several 

of the areas. The committee will draw up a detailed report on the areas as a pre- 
liminary step toward offering speedy assistance. 
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ELF-AQUITAINE OPERATIONS DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS in English 24 Jan 81 p 48 


SULTANATE OF OMAN 


[Interview with M. Philippe Thibierge, managing director of Elf-Aquitaine Oman, 
by Liesl Graz--date and place not given] 


[Text ] 


WHEN ELF-AQUITAINE formally ope- 
ned its Sahmah field in central Oman recent- 
ly, the 12,000 barrels it added to the 
sultanate’s current average daily production 
of about 330,000 barrels did not seem so 
spectacular. But the event had a symbolic 
importance that went far beyond what the 
bare statistics indicated: for the first time, 
someone other than Shell-controlled 
Petroleum Development Oman had brought 
a well onstream. The start up of Sahmah 
marked, in fact, the end of a monopoly. 

Elf-Aquitaine has been behind the scenes 
in Oman since 1975, when it signed a con- 
tract with the government for exploration 
rights in two areas. For the Butabul permit, 
which includes the Sahmah field, Elf- 
Aquitaine is the operator and holds 48 per 
cent of the capital, another 32 per cent being 
held by Sumitomo Petroleum Development 
(Japan) and 20 per cent by West Germany's 
Wintershall. Liesi Graz spoke to Philippe 
Thibierge, Elf-Aquitaine Oman's managing 
director soon after the inauguration. 
Question: How were the sultanate's 
authorities persuaded to break away from 
the long-standing monopoly? 

Answer: That is putting it a bit strongly. 
As you know, other companies have had 
concessions in the sultanate for quite a long 
time, only so far nothing has come of them. 
Actually, I think the sultanate is very happy 
to diversify its oil connections. 

it is only natural that with a single com- 
pany working in the country, there is less in- 
centive to produce than when there is some 
competition. Sahmah is not a unique case. 
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Elf-Aquitaine's first concession actually 
covered the Straits of Hormuz, offshore. 
Then came Sahmah, or rather Butabul, 
which had actually been turned down by 
Petroleum Development as unproductive. It 


is perhaps ironic that it just happens to turn 
out to be the first non-PDO installation to 


come onstream. But other oil companies 
also have irons in the fire: Amoco-Sun Oil 
and Gulf, for example. 

What kind of coatrect do you have with the 
Omani government? 

A participation contract which gives 80 
per cent of the product, after reimburse- 
ment of the installation, to the Omani 
government. That will make for a little addi- 
tional income, which is not being snubbed 
either. 

And do you find Sehmah, with its smaii dai- 
ly output, commercially viable? 

Onshore, yes. Today even a small well can 
be productive onshore. We don't really ex- 
pect to make many larger finds in the region, 
but in this case we were lucky to be able to 
join the existing PDO pipeline after only 
97km. 

You said you also have a oncession in the 
Straits of Hormuz? 

Yes. Our concession includes the whole of 
the Omani waters of the Straits. We have 
already drilled two wells and the structure is 
very promising as far as humid gas goes. 
How do you feel about holding a concession 
in such a strategically sensitive area? 

We would like it better if it were a little 
less strategic. We have suspended all active 
work since the pressure increased. At the 
moment I'm afraid that our insurance 
premiums would be a bit high. 





What are the chances of finding oll in the 
Stralts? 

They are very good indeed — which still 
does not mean that it will be there in com- 
mercial quantities. In a place like the Straits, 


a drilling platform is not entirely without 
risks. 


who is responsible for an outrageous 
flushing operation, for example, the possi- 
ble legal sanctions are ludicrously light. It 
obviously is not possible to give a complete 
guarantee that the Musandam coast will re- 
main free of all pollution 
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SULTANATE OF OMAN 





PLANS TO DEVELOP MINERAL RESOURCES DISCUSSED 
Muscat ‘UMAN in Arabic 29 Dec 80 p 6 
[Article: "The Mining Industries in Oman") 


[Text] Mineral resources are one of the most important constituent factors on which 
modern economies are based. That is because they play an important part in the 
building of a modern industrial infrastructure. A country which has mineral 
resources possesses the basic elements of a modern economy to a great degree 

because, aside from providing a significant source of income, they enable the 

country to achieve economic efficiency and independence in the implementation of 
development plans which otherwise might be deflected by external pressures related 

to the importation of raw materials--such as minerals--which are required by industry. 


God has blessed our country with abundant mineral resources besides oil. The most 
important of them are copper and chromium ore, which are found in many parts of the 
sultanate, particularly in the northern mountain areas of Oman. Nickel, iron and 
manganese are found south of the port of Sur, Large deposits of high-quality lime- 
stone--which is highly suited for the manufacture of cement and has other uses in 
mining--are found in various parts of the country, 


The principal limestone deposits are found in the Muscat area and in Suhar. High 
quality marble is found in the mountains of Hajar. Asbestos--rock silk--of high 
quality is also found in four parts of the country, primarily in the region southwest 
of the port of Suhar. Asbestos reserves are estimated at about 8 million tons, In 
view of the importance of this mineral resource of our national economy the bureau 

of mines in the Ministry of Petroleum and Minerals has undertaken a project to take 
an aerial color photographic survey of several areas in the sultanate before digging 
for the minerals begins. The bureau has also begun to draft rules and regulations 
governing the organization of the sultanate's mines and quarries. 


The exploitation of copper ore is the mining project in which our government has 
shown keenest interest in view of the huge profits this important national project 
will generate. 


Our Ancestors Were Highly Skilled At Copper Work 


Since ancient times our country has been famous for mining and smelting copper ore. 
There is evidence that Oman exported copper products to Mesopotamia about 2,000 years 
B.C, There are still traces of the ancient mines in Oman's northern mountains. 
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Copper production used to be carried out in refineries throughout the region, par- 
ticularly in Wadi al-Jazi, where there are still tens of thousands of tons of copper 
ore slag. The part of the sultanate which has the richest deposits of this metal is 
situated only 20 km west of the port of Suhar, and comprises 3 areas: al-Asil, 
‘Arajah and Bayda', 


The copper ore reserves in this region alone are estimated at about 12 million metric 
tons of 2,1 percent copper, which means approximately 250,000 tons of copper. It is 
natural that the sultanate government should consider establishing a mining industry 
based on copper mining and diversification into various copper products such as 
copper electronic parts and copper wire, mainly for export. 


Economic Exploitation of Copper 


In view of the very high profits this copper resources will bring to the country, 
and for the benefits developmental planning will bring to our economy the sultanate 
government has begun to think seriously about starting to exploit this resource. On 
4 February 1973 the government granted a permit to a U.S. company, Marshall, and 
Prospection, to prospect for minerals in the sultanate with the right to obtain 
permission to mine any minerals it might discover. The government's share of this 
joint venture to exploit copper ore was only 21 percent. However, the government's 
share in the company was later adjusted upward several times, finally becoming 100 
percent on 8 May 1980. 


On 12 July 1978 the Oman Mining Company, which is now wholly owned by the Government 
of Oman, was formed. In August 1978 a search was opened for consulting companies 

to the copper project in the areas of mining, headquarters, refining, the main 
installations of a residential community, a power plant, a water purification center 
and a port. This will all be in the Suhar district, near the mines. 


So far the main shaft and several secondary shafts of the al-~Asil mine have been 
dug. The preparatory work on the three mines of al-Asil, ‘Arajah and Bayda' will 
be completed by the end of 1981, and the project is expected to begin production in 
early 1982. 


The Oman Mining Company's ultimate annual output of copper of 99.8 percent fineness 
is estimated at 20,000 metric tons over the project's approximately 12-year lifespan. 


The Importance and Benefits of the Project 

While this copper project certainly has financial advantages for the sultanate, 
there are other advantages which are clearly more important, despite the importance 
of its financial benefits. 


There are several important non-financial advantages, both economic and social. 


For one thing, the project will revive the Suhar district by establishing a port 
and mining towns, thus turning it into one of the sultanate's chief industrial areas. 
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For another, the housing and the 20 million megawatt [sic] gas-operated electric 
power and water purification plant can later be completely reused for other purposes, 
industrial or otherwise, after the copper project has been completed, 


In addition, the project will encourage the establishment of numerous Omani spin-off 
industries related to copper, such as copper pipe production, copper wire and cable 
production and the manufacture of all kinds of copper electrical equipment. 


Furthermore, the subsidiary natural gas pipeline along the al-Batinah coast required 
for the project's operation will ensure the power required to generate electricity 
and operate water purification plants throughout the entire district, which will 
advance it on the road of development, 


Moreover, the project will provide industrial jobs for approximately 600 citizens 
directly, and will enable them and their families--approximately 3,000 of the dis- 
tricts' citizens--to enjoy a higher standard of living than would be possible 
working in many other fields. 


Finally, there will be numerous training programs for Omanis in a broad spectrum of 
diverse fields: fore] extraction, mining, and maintenance and repair of equipment 
and tools, all of which are productive fields of endeavor not widely known in Omani 
society. 
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SWEDEN, GDR STRESS AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION 





UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Paria AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 2 Feb 81 p 6 
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in East Germany's trade with the UAE. 
UAE news agency reported that the volume of 
between the two countnes fell from Dirhams 16 
($4.3 million) in 1978 to Dirhams 9 million ($2.4 
lion) in 1979. 

Mr Fritsch told Juma al-Mayd. Acting President 
the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, that 


afi 
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East Germany would set up a trade centre in the UAE to 
promote commercial exchanges between the two coun- 
tries and to carry out joint ventures. Mr Fritsch also 
conferred with Hamad Salman, Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, on coop. ation in 
agriculture and the use of East German farming expertise 
in the UAE. 

Although agriculture in the UAE represents an in- 
finitessimal part of national production, — 2.4 per cent 
of non-ofl GDP in 1979 — government leaders are very 
anxious to imcrease the agricultural potential of the 
country. At the beginning of last year, it was estimated 
that local production met about one-quarter of the 
demand for vegetables and one-fifth of that for fruit 
The UAE has an estimated area of 4,000 hectares under 
cultivation, out of a total area of approximately 8.4 mil. 
lion hectares. In Fiscal 1980 the federal government 

ned spending of Dirhams 250.6 million ($68 million) 
or agriculture, out of total expenditure of Dirhams 
15,972 million ($4,328.5 million). 

Trade between Sweden and the UAE is largely in 
the latter's favour, with half-vearly Swedish imports 
from the Emirates standing at $130.56 million in 1980. 
Swedish goods exported to the UAE by contrast were 
worth only $32.76 million for the first six months of 
last year. Two-way trade in 1979 reached $208.7 million, 
with a balance of trade surplus of $105.92 million in 
favour of the UAE. 








UNITED ARAB EMLRATES 


FRENCH WIN DESALINATION CONTRACT~-The French company Sidem has won a $100 million 
contract to build a desalination plant in the UAE, it was recently reported from 
Paris. Consisting of four units, the station will have a capacity of 5.5 million 
gallons of fresh water a day. To be sited at the industrial city of Umm al-Nar, 
the project is due to come on stream in 1983. Thies is the third desalination 
project for Sidem in the UAE. Sidem is 35 per cent owned by the French state-run 
energy agency. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 2 Feb 81 p 10) 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


HADRANY'S VISIT TO FRANCE=-A top leader of the Saharan guerrilla movement Poli- 
sario has called on France to play a leading role in efforts to settle the 
Western Sahara dispute. The official, Omar Hadrany, a member of Polisario's 
executive and of the Saharan Arab Democratic Republic's Revolutionary Council, 
told reporters at the end of a 10-day visit to France that France had good rela- 
tions with all countries of the region and had already said it wanted to see a 
solution. Asked about the contacts he made while here, M. Hadrany would say only 
that he had met "many people," but a French Foreign Ministry spokesman said yester- 
day there had been no official contact. M. Hadrany said international organisa- 
tions had clearly identified the warring parties as Morocco and Polisario, despite 
Morocco's refusal to recognise this fact. He reaffirmed Polisario's readiness to 
begin talks on a referendum provided Morocco first pulled out the troops with 
which it has occupied the former Spanish colony for the past five years. Since the 
direct contact between Polisario and Morocco in Bamako (Mali) in 1978, Rabat had 
refused all discussion, he said, while stepping up ite military offensive against 
the guerrillas. M. Hadrany accused Morocco of helping to destabilise Africa by 
invading Western Sahara. He said Polisario was waiting for official notification 
of the Saharan Republic's admission as a member of the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU), At the last OAU eummit in Freetown last July, 26 of the OAU's 50 
member-states said they recognised the Republic, but Morocco blocked admission by 
calling for a definition of an “independent and sovereign state." [Text] [London 
WEST AFRICA in English 12 Jan 81 p 89) 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


EFFECTS OF INFLATION NECESSITATE ESTABLISHMENT OF STRICT PRICE CONTROL MEASURES 


San‘a’ AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Dec 80 p 5 


[Interview with Doctor Husayn Jalal, the Minister of Supply and Trade: “The 
Criticiem of the Citizen Always Has a Place of Concern and Consideration in the 
Officials of the Trade Ministry; The High Cost of Prices Ie Considered an Inter- 
national Phenomenon, Nevertheless We Are Trying to Check it; The Most Important 
Factor in Controlling Prices Le the Cooperation of the Citizens With Us;" date and 
place not given) 


[Text] There is no denying that our country has lately begun 
to deal with everything as would an oil-rich country, however, 
we lead these countries, even Scandanavia, in inflation to the 
extent that the citizen has begun to complain loudly. But still 
the crisis continues to become aggravated and our markets have 
become what they are now--without any guardian or controller 
except the conscience of the merchant and his sympathy for his 
countrymen. When the government which was formed some time ago 
under the leadership of Doctor ‘Abd-Al-Karim Al-Iryani became a 
member of the markets, some of the new ministers, including Dr 
Husayn Jalal, the minister of Supply and Trade, attempted to 
change the distressing situation in which the citizen Lives 
under the shadow of frenzied inflation and rising prices. We 
tried to shed some light on thie important matter throughout 
our interview with the minister of Supply and Trade in order 
to bring to light the new plane for supply and what the 
minister can accomplish while he is in charge of the importanc 
ministry to alleviate a part of the burdens which are carried 
by the citizen, weighing down his back and weakening his 
powers for production and creativity so that his real job 
continues to be how to provide the necessities for his home 
and children. 


We began our interview with Dr Husayn Al-Jalal, the minister 
of Supply and Trade, with the following question. 


[Question] Since you have been associated with supply for some time you must have 
become acquainted with many of the problems which couldn't be solved in the past. 
Today, as you eit at the head of the important institution, what are some of your 
ideas for the immediate future? 
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lAnewer) Firet, I would like to thank you for giving me this fine opportunity to 
meet with the readers of your newspaper, which ite che window through which the 
readers from different areas and places of work may find information and everything 
new, 





The new ministerial formation came about in realizing the new goals as envisioned by 
our faithful political leadership under the leadership of the president, Col ‘Ali 
‘Abdullah Salih, under the auspices of our national and democratic way. 


We in the Ministry of Supply and Trade consider ourselves to be soldiers in primary 
positions concerned basically with complete nutritional security for the security 
and stability of our country in all other areas, As for me personally, I am not new 
to work in the Ministry of Supply and Trade since | have worked in the ministry since 
1974 in numerous positions, the latest of which was as the general director of the 
Supply and Trade Office in al-Hudaydah province, or the Small Ministry as we in the 
ministry call it. The working conditions and circumstances in the Ministry of Supply 
and Trade in the al-Hudaydah province are almost the starting point and overall 
foundation for working problems in the ministry. 


As for the problems, they are many and daily, and such is the nature of the work in 

a services ministry like ours. The previous officials extended efforts to solve 

some of the problems and now we will try to solve all that we can, not just for the | 
Ministry of Supply and Trade office in al-Hudaydah but for all the offices in the 
various provinces and in the ministerial administration, in accordance with the laws, 

systems, and special instructions to facilitate the working within the ministry. 

We actually began by reviewing the work operations in each directorate and office so 

that we can achieve maximum results in work and organization to reach the goals 

pursued since the existence of the ministry. Results in work are the best indication 

of the existence of a work plan and the success of implementing it. This is the 

standard we have placed upon ourselves in hoping to achieve the best results, God 

willing. 


[Question] The Supply Ministry is constantly subject to criticism so how can the 
ministry improve its relationship with the citizen and what are the indicators that 
we can see .ocay with the general public discontent? 


[Anewer) The anewer to this question is contained by the question itself. In short, 
the criticism by any citizen of the works of the Ministry of Supply and Trade or of 
its officers is a matter of concern and importance to all the officials in the 
ministry. Any criticiem requires concern by us in studying and investigating the 
source of this criticiem, whether it be published in a newspaper, your newspaper 

for instance, or in a written complaint, or even by word of mouth. The nature of 

the work in the Ministry of Supply and Trade is daily and involves constant contact 
with the public. It follows then that criticism will undoubtedly come from many 
directions. I am wary of criticism that is intended for incitement of malice, for 
that is not in our custom as Yemenis and serves no purpose but that of the blind. 

We welcome constructive criticism however, and must give it attention and concern. 
You also indicated in the second part of your question that the object of criticism 
comes from an important source, and that is the control of prices. Since many of the 
supply cases which come into the ministry are problems in pricing and the control of 
prices, and in view of the fact that this area brings the ministry and its offices in 
the provinces into daily relationships with all the citizens, it is natural that 
criticism comes daily. 
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The ministry and ite offices always try to make the relationship between iteelf and 
the citizen as good as possible through the citizen's confidence that we are doing 
all chat is in our capacity towards solving the daily problems that concern the 
citizens, 


There are a number of foundations upon which the price controlling operation will 

be established, starting with following: the international prices for imported goods 
and covering the prices of goods produced locally and in transit by controlling 
prices through supply monitors and inepectors spread among the markets, and ending 
with the cooperation and awakening of the citizen himself and what we call the 
friends of supply. We ask that all citizens awaken to what the setting of prices 

by the ministry will secure for them, and this will not come about without their 
cooperation and their reporting any violations in prices to the competent authorities 
in order to control the violations and achieve actual control over prices. 


[Question] Import activity has begun to take on a routine aspect much more than con- 
trolled or supervised. Do you look for a reorganization of thie activity?’ 


[Answer] Without a doubt the activity of importing has high and important goals. 
Basic materials are covered now such as wheat, flour, sugar, rice, and cement, and 
we are working on adding other similarly important materials in view of the lack 

of control over them, Concern for the importance of importing is summarized in pro- 
viding goods of the best specifications and at the most appropriate prices at all 
times through public bidding designed in the end to be a service to the consumer, 
and to protect the interests of the importer and the country. 


There is proof and evidence enough of our concern for reorganizing the in, rting 
activity by our consulting the Supervisory Board for organizing importing and the 
re-establishment of its regulations and ite method of operation and formation, which 
within the next few days will be authorized by the highest authorities. 


[Question] Do you consider daily selling to be the most important problem for the 
citizen in view of the lack of direct control? And how can this kind of problem 
be overcome? 


[Anewer! This question is part of a previous question which I have answered and I 
repeat that the basic factor in the success of the controlling of prices is the 
cooperation of the citizen and his going along with the decrees of the state in 
obtaining goods for the most appropriate prices. We are constantly striving to 
create responsible means to control prices and apply fixed prices, with the end goal 
being the interest of the buyers and the sellers so as not to oppress the buyer nor 
neglect the right of the seller. 


[Question] Price control activity became confined to the issuing of monthly or 
periodic publications which are of no use. Can this activity take on new scope to 
provide for the fulfillment of the peoples needs? 


[Anewer) This question is the completion of the previous one. As i explained before 
we are constantly studying the results of previous acts and laws, especially in a 
sensitive area such as the field of the control of supply. We are trying to benefit 
from our previous experiences and the experiences of sister and friendly countries 


$3 








in this field, So then, we alwaye have this task before our eyes and, as I explained 
before, we are reviewing the operations of all the directorates and offices, and 
among them will be the control directorates in the ministry administration and in the 
offices, to achieve a better control and by more practical methods than before. 


(Question) What about the matter of the canned goods that occurred in al-Hudaydah, 
and what is your description of how it happened while you were working the Supply 
and Trade Office in al-Hudaydah? 


[Answer] There were many causes for this matter which affected various commodities, 
The matter has been established as the object of an investigation and will be studied 
shortly. 


[Question] There is a continuous rise, which is not normal, in the prices of some 
foodstuffs. Is it possible to put a curb on this sort of rise? 


[Answer] In general the rise in prices of foodstuffs is a well-known international 

phenomenon which is inevitably reflected in our local market, and it follows that 

this is an important part of the explanation for the rise in the prices of some food 

goods. An example of this is the price of sugar, for the follower of international 

prices would notice a large increase in its prices during the previous periods, as 

well as the prices of wheat. We aim now to study import prices and follow them | 
internationally so that we can direct the importers to the best sources and the 
most reasonable prices, so that the return will be similar on the local market. As 
you know, a large part of our food consumption comes from imported sources, and it 
follows that the prices are virtually set and that we have no choice in the matter 
other than to search for the best and most reasonable sources, and this is the work 
which we are carrying out now--which will of course produce results that all will 
feel in the near future. 


[Question] There is a conflict between the Ministry of Supply and Trade and the 
Ministry of Economy over the granting of trade registrations and importing licenses. 
Is there a way to end this conflict? 


[Answer] the Ministry of Supply and Trade and the Ministry of Economy and Industry 
are two ministries within the governmental framework and the conflicts mentioned in 
your question are not attributable to clashes or a lack of understanding between 
either of the two sides. Rather, if there is any duplication of effort then the 
solution to this duplication is to change the laws, that is to say the transfer of 
certain interests from one ministry to another in serving the public good. As for 
the matter of the trade registration and the import license, the truth is that instead 
of changing the laws, where there would still be some obstacles in transfering 
interests practically and completely, I would hope to find an understanding and 
cooperation from my colleague the minister of Economy and Industry in solving any 
obstacles to serving the public good. 


[Question] Our markets have been flooded with luxury items from all parts of the 
world and in a manner which does not serve our present situation. Is it possible 
to put a stop to this unwanted oppulence at the present time or later? 





[Answer] As you know, the task of the Ministry of Supply and Trade is, in summarizing, 
in the field of foodstuffs, and primarily not luxuries, but rather in the basice of 
the necessities and obstacles in life itself, ‘“%o to begin with, we are not responsible 
for many of the luxuries as you indicated in your queation. If there were any food 
goods that could be classified as being a luxury then we would try to put a stop to 
them, We are trying to accomplish this right now through our review of the workings 
of Supply and Trade administration and offices, and for this reason and others we 
have decided to centralize the granting of import licenses for a brief and temporary 
period, after which the granting of import licenses for non-basic foodstuffs, which 
we see continuing to be centralized, will return to the Supply and Trade office, 

An example of our putting a stop to the importing of luxury foodstuffs is the issuing 
of many decrees and directives, of which the remaining portion we intend to issue 
within the next few days. So, we have accomplished our role in the field of guiding 
importing for the benefit of the citizen and the country and we will, of course, 
monitor the execution of those directives. 


[Question] Mr Minister, is there any point which you would like to clarify to our 
readers? 


[Answer] As I mentioned at the beginning, this is a fine opportunity for me to meet 
with the readers of your newspaper. The word that I would like to extend to you is 
directed to all the citizens, both merchants and consumers who comprise the sector 
with which we deal, that any positive results which the ministry can achieve cannot 
be achieved without the cooperation and consideration of everyone for the efforts 
which we put forth in rectifying the conditions and workings of the various 
directorates and offices in the ministry, which must expedite results. With the 
help of all we will achieve the desired public welfare. 
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